OPPOSITION TO GOD, ETC.

seemed a new book to him, although, in
his childhood he may have perused its
pages over and over again. The light
and intelligence of the Spirit has beamed
upon his understanding, so as to enable
him to form a just and correct conception
of its sacred truths.

Through the great variety of forms,
systems and creeds, infidelity has been
brought about. The true plan, as re-
vealed to the Latter-day Saints, is suf-
ficiently ample to save all men, but the
plans and creeds of men are not am-
ple to any great extent, even if they
were true. Take the Catholics, for in-
stance; they consign to perdition all but
themselves, contrary to the meaning of
the term Catholic, which is universal,
but they have become sectarian. The
plan designed in our pre-existent state
has been ignored, but in this dispensa-
tion it has been restored and we can see
wherein it is ample to provide for the sal-
vation of the children of men. It is to be
preached to all nations, and those who
will accept it may be redeemed and ex-
alted. Then why should people be afraid
of the government of God? It is bound to
come and rule. When it is established in
its greatness, glory and power it will be
the most efficient and complete govern-
ment on the face of the earth. People are
afraid of the government of God, even
some Mormons (I will not say Latter-day
Saints), lest some man or men get undue
authority. Some persons in the Church
think that an Apostle or a Bishop has
no right to interfere in temporal things;
that their business alone is to look after
the spiritual affairs, and their temporal
affairs they can attend to themselves. It
is very possible some of these men un-
derstand financial matters better than
the servants of the Lord; but it should
not be forgotten that the spirit of God
and the Holy Priesthood will qualify men
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for all positions of life. People can,
through these agencies, acquire supe-
rior intelligence to administer in the
things of this world, and it must be done
before the eternal riches are conferred
upon this people, because the light of
heaven is superior to that of the world.
The kingdoms of this earth are to be-
come the kingdoms of our God and his
Christ. I look for this government to
come through the Holy Priesthood, and
to exercise power in temporal, political
and all other things—a government that
will extend to all men their rights and
privileges.

Confusion reigns over the face of the
whole earth. Look at the combinations
and warfare being waged one against
another; capital against labor, and la-
bor against capital, there are thousands
of broad acres lying uncultivated, and
yet men are going without bread to eat.
We hear of organizations parading the
streets, with banners on which are in-
scribed the words, "Give us Bread, Labor
or Blood!" There should be no strikes for
higher wages—no strife between capital
and labor. The labor of men should com-
mand a subsistence, and if everything is
regulated, as it would be under the gov-
ernment of God, there would be no hard
times, no complaints, no strikes, no war-
fare.

There is plenty of unoccupied land in
this country and any man can get a piece
of it. "But,” says one, "I have no team,
nor seed to plant, and no money with
which to buy either. What can I do?" You
can take up a piece of land, get your cit-
izenship papers; and the moment you do
so, you have the right to file upon it, and
have two or three years in which to pay
for the land. No other person can go to
the Land Office and take that land away
from you. In order to get a start, you



