
the world did but know it, this is the mis-
sion given unto us to this earth, that we 
might learn, in this earthly School, things 
we could not learn elsewhere. And in or-
der that we may learn correctly we must be 
willing to be taught by those who are com-
petent to teach, and we must accept and 
study the lessons provided for us.

Nearly half a century ago, when the 
Lord first commenced to reveal the prin-
ciples of salvation to us his children, he be-
gan to tell us what was coming upon the 
earth; he predicted the overthrow of the 
kingdoms of this world, and he commis-
sioned and sent forth his servants to bear 
testimony of his second coming and reign 
on the earth. He told us of earthquakes, 
of famine and pestilence, and of other 
judgments that must eventually overtake 
the wicked in their unrighteousness, and 
that was said at a time when the world 
was crying peace. But people are as blind 
concerning the fulfillment of prophecy in 
these days as they were anciently, when the 
Savior said of them, “they seeing see not; 
and hearing they hear not, neither do they 
understand.” Such has been the condition 
of all generations, notwithstanding the rev-
elations, given to them have been plain and 
positive, and many have been fulfilled and 
many are being fulfilled. As it was with the 
overthrow of the Jews, so will it be in these 
last days. The Lord will fulfil his word, and 
he will fulfil all that he has said concern-
ing his coming, whether we are prepared 
or not. He will overturn the kingdoms of  
this world, and will establish his king- 
dom, and the world of mankind can-
not prevent it. It is for us to prepare our- 
selves for the dispensation of his provi-
dences by doing right, not by thinking  
so, or guessing so, or may be so, but by 
knowing what is right. We have the oppor-
tunity to learn what right is, and what is

required of us, and we have the power to 
do it; and if we do not do it, surely we 
shall be found wanting. In comparison, we 
will be like unto the foolish virgins whose 
lamps had gone out, and who, when the 
time came for them to appear ready to go 
forth to meet the Bridegroom, whom they 
were waiting for, found they had no oil in 
their lamps; and while they were seeking 
to renew their stock, the bridegroom came 
and they were too late to meet him. There 
are a great many things pertaining to us, 
Latter-day Saints, that should occupy our 
serious attention. It is an easy matter to 
make mistakes unless we are very careful; 
and if we do make mistakes we will find 
ourselves more or less injured, and astray 
from the right path, and devoid of that 
portion of the Holy Spirit that we other-
wise might enjoy.

So far as this world is concerned, some 
people look upon it as a horrid world, a 
world full of pain, sorrow and suffering. 
I do not regard it as such. I consider it a 
blessed world, a glorious world, which af-
fords us very many privileges. What other 
place is there besides this world where we 
can obtain remission of sins? That ordi-
nance belongs to this life and this world 
and to no other. And a great many things 
pertaining to this world we can do here, 
but which we cannot do after we pass be-
hind the veil. If we attend to the duties 
of this life in the time and season there-
of, not leaving undone anything which 
we are able to do, all will be well with us 
hereafter; but if we fail in the performance 
of our duties here, we certainly shall re-
gret and perhaps mourn our negligence 
when we shall have passed away; and be-
sides we shall then have to depend upon 
others to do things in our behalf, which 
we might have done ourselves. Let us  
improve our opportunities here, and
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