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It is somewhat unexpected to myself

that I have the opportunity, this morn-

ing, of appearing in your midst. Impor-

tant business demanded my return to

this city for a short time; but in conse-

quence of certain responsibilities devolv-

ing upon me at Washington, it seemed

imprudent for me to leave and come

here. A week ago last Friday morning

I scarcely thought it possible that I could

get away; but during the day I was fa-

vored in making such arrangements that

I felt I could leave with safety, for a few

days at least. And I immediately started

for this city by way of Philadelphia.

I am glad to have the opportu-

nity of meeting with so many of

my brethren and sisters, of beholding

your faces, of listening to the instruc-

tions which have been given, and in

sharing in the spirit that has been

and will be poured out upon us. It is a

great relief to one who has been absent

for any length of time, mingling with the

world, to have the opportunity of asso-

ciating with you, my brethren and sis-

ters; at least I esteem it as such. I never

turn my face homewards without experi-

encing joy and gladness at the thought of

once more being reunited with you.

I never in my life have had a deeper

interest in the welfare, in the pros-

perity and in the advancement of the

cause with which we are identified, than

at the present time. This feeling has

rested with great weight upon my mind;

I feel we are living in a most im-

portant era of time. I feel that the

mission assigned unto us is one that

we, at the present time, scarcely be-

gin to comprehend. The most important


