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form. For myself, I know that the influ-

ence of one man rightly exercised is po-

tent for good; or, if improperly exercised,

for evil, upon his fellowman. Each man's

life, each man's conversation, each man's

deportment and walk before his fellow

man, wields an influence that he most

probably does not begin to comprehend,

or understand. And if we all understood

this, and acted accordingly, living up

to the light and knowledge we possess,

just think of the influence that we, as a

united body, could wield among the in-

habitants of our land, and in fact among

the inhabitants of the whole earth.

I look upon our position, politically, as

one that is most important, far more im-

portant than that of any other commu-

nity with which I am acquainted. To-

day it is conceded upon all sides, and

the fact is not disputed by intelligent

persons, that the Latter-day Saints, or,

to speak more properly, the people of

Utah Territory, occupy a position supe-

rior to that of any other Territory within

the confines of the Union. This is con-

ceded. And for temperance, for frugal-

ity, for economy, for good government

and for submission to the law (if I may

except that relating to plural marriage,

which is in violation of the constitu-

tion, and which was passed as a blow

at our religion), for the honest admin-

istration of financial and governmental

affairs, for the preservation of good or-

der and the maintenance of peace, and

for the promotion of education; on all

of these points, it is conceded if we are

not superior, at least we are the equals,

of any other people of our Republic.

While the eastern states are burdened

with debt and groaning under local tax-

ation, with failures of no mean magni-

tude occurring continually, and men not

knowing what to do to redeem them-

selves from their financial difficulties,

Utah Territory occupies, it may truly be

said, the unique position of being out

of debt: no Territorial debt to speak of,

no county debts. Notwithstanding the

innumerable temptations that have ex-

isted, and that our officers might have

succumbed to, we are, I am happy to say,

free from debt, and also the most lightly

taxed community now within the con-

fines of the government. When I men-

tioned these facts to President Hayes, he

remarked: "Your position is certainly an

enviable and unique one." This is con-

ceded upon all hands. In our own neigh-

boring territories, take, for instance,

Wyoming, the people of which are justly

proud of their position, because they

have comparatively little debt; yet their

taxes are 2 1/2 higher than ours; and

so with all our neighboring territories.

Our percentage of illiteracy is lower than

that of any of the territories, and also

than many of the states; not but that the

illiteracy of Utah ought to be lower still,

for there is room for great improvement

in matters of education. We have 1200

miles of telegraph line owned in this Ter-

ritory; we have upwards of 300 miles of

local railroad, not counting the Union

and Central Pacific railroads. This is the

condition of this Territory. If we take

the statement of the last Federal cen-

sus respecting our population, and ap-

ply the ratio of increase during the pre-

vious decade—that is the increase from

1860 to 1870—to the last eight years, it

will be seen that Utah has a population

of at least 150,000. But our ratio of in-

crease has been greater during the last

eight years than the previous ten. The

States are divided into Congressional

districts, at the present time, with a pop-

ulation numbering about 135,000; that is

to say, a district having a population of

that number is entitled to a member of


