
be known that he is a “Mormon,” or scarce-
ly if it be known that he is even favorable 
to the “Mormons.” As soon as the office 
of Postmaster becomes worth holding, the 
Mormon Postmaster, who may have held 
it when it did not pay him for his labor, 
is turned out and somebody else is put in. 
The Marshal, the Secretary, the Governor, 
and Judges and all of the Federal officials 
were appointed during the last administra-
tion from those who were known to have 
no sympathy with the “Mormons.” It was 
as much as our present Governor could re-
cently do to retain his position, because he 
was accused of favoring the “Mormons,” 
because it was believed that he favored 
a people he was sent to govern. This  
is most extraordinary when you think of 
it; but the most surprising thing connect-
ed with it is, that the people thus imposed 
upon should bear it with the forbearance 
and equanimity that the Latter-day Saints 
manifest, under these circumstances.

You remember our last Governor. He 
started out thinking he had been sent here 
to govern this Territory and the people 
of the Territory as his fellow citizens. He 
was disposed not to know the difference 
between a Mormon and a non-Mormon; 
he was disposed to travel through the 
Territory and mingle with the people, at-
tend their public gatherings, and talk to 
them, as he would were he in any other 
place. This he did, and it was brought 
against him as a crime, as a reason why he 
should not continue to hold office. And an 
important official no less a person than the 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, was sent 
to find out whether these things were really 
true. And this officer of the government, 
a gentlemen, who is acknowledged to be 
efficient, and who had served three terms 
in Congress with credit to himself and his

constituency; and who is looked upon as 
a man of national reputation, and who, 
in his private life, is considered most ex-
emplary, for no other reason than that he 
was mingling with the “Mormon” people, 
treating them as his fellow citizens, was re-
moved from office.

I allude to these things not to find fault 
particularly, not to embitter your feelings 
because of treatment you have received, 
this is not my motive; but to call to your 
attention the fact that among other things 
we have to teach this nation and show to 
the whole world is that, although largely 
in the majority in this Territory, we have 
learned the great and most important les-
son that a citizen can and should learn, 
namely, that of obedience. I am glad that 
this is the case. I am glad to know that the 
Latter-day Saints are setting an example 
to their fellow citizens all through the 
union in this respect. Will this continue? 
Shall we continue to live as we are living 
today—denied rights to which we are 
entitled? We shall, doubtless, for a time, 
until, in the Providence of the Almighty, 
we shall be enabled to assume the position 
that rightfully belongs to us, and receive 
those rights to which we are fully entitled. 
The time will come, and it is not far dis-
tant—although we may occasionally get 
tired waiting, and may ask ourselves, how 
long will it be delayed—but let me say to 
you that the signs of the times portend for 
us a much greater degree of liberty than we 
possess today, or even than we have dared 
to anticipate. And as I have said often—
for I have never failed to declare it—that 
the Latter-day Saints or “Mormons” as we 
are called, expect it to be their destiny to 
uphold constitutional liberty on this con-
tinent, and to preserve our government  
and the forms thereof from overthrow

IDEAS HELD, ETC. 5

JOD Vol 20-LIVE.indd   5JOD Vol 20-LIVE.indd   5 5/16/20   9:17 PM5/16/20   9:17 PM


