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and destruction. I have been taught from
my boyhood that this was to be the destiny
of the Latter-day Saints, and this people
have been trained in the same belief, and
we train our children to look forward to
it, and to cherish the love of civil and re-
ligious liberty in their hearts, toleration
for all men of every creed, of every nation,
of every language and of every color, that
all the sons and daughters of Adam, with-
out exception, who dwell upon this broad
land, may enjoy the inestimable blessing of
liberty, and that it will be our favored and
honored destiny, in the course of human
events, unlikely as it may appear today
to be the case, to preserve constitutional
liberty in this land, which God has said
shall be a land of liberty to all those who
are righteous who dwell thereon. I have
said, and I firmly believe, that the day will
most assuredly come when the people of
these mountains will become a great fac-
tor in the settlement of differences, in
the preservation of human rights in the
future, in the great contests which seem
ready to burst upon us at any moment.
You contemplate the condition of the East
today! The elements of destruction are
widespread in society, and instead of be-
ing smothered and allayed, they are more
or less fostered and harbored, and are fast
maturing; and when certain contingencies
arise, they are likely to burst forth, and
that, too, to the death and misery of many
souls. Think of the feeling that existed
thirteen months ago, when it was not
known who would be the President of the
United States, or whether we would have
another President or not. That was a time
when the memories of the late war were
forced upon the attention of earnest and
thoughtful men. They remembered the
blood and sacrifices and dreadful horrors
of that struggle, and they shrank from the
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bare thought of their repetition. Had it not
been that the great civil war had been so re-
cent, and the recollection of its horrors was
so vivid, especially among the Southern
people, undoubtedly there would have
been a conflict of arms before the President
could have been seated in the presidential
chair. But men shrank from the dreadful
arbitrament of war and they preferred to
submit even to what they believed to be
wrong, agreeing to a compromise as being
better than war.

Our position, as a people, in many re-
spects, is one for which we can be exceed-
ingly thankful. We can congratulate our-
selves that we are in these mountains, a
land of liberty, a land of freedom. No man,
that is a man, can breathe this air and be
a slave. When he looks upon those tow-
ering mountains, lifting their grand and
lofty peaks to heaven, and he breathes the
pure air of freedom, and his lungs expand
with it, he feels as though he never could
bow to slavery, nor his children after
him. There is a race springing up in these
mountains whose influence and power,
sooner or later, must be felt in shap-
ing the future of this nation. There need
be no fear about this. Let us pursue the
course marked out for us, submitting, if
necessary, to wrong, but never failing to
protest and contend, nevertheless against
it; let our continued protest go forth, that
we understand our rights, and that we
are disposed to maintain them, as far as
we can without violence. Let us continue
to pursue our course patiently and unit-
edly, presenting an unbroken front to
the enemy, having no traitors within, no
factions, no strifes or bickerings, burying
our little piques and feelings, having the
one great and grand object to accomplish,
namely, the establishment of truth and
righteousness upon the earth, that eventu-
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