
IDEAS HELD, ETC. 7

ally a place and people may be found

worthy of Him who will come, and whose

right it is to reign. And in pursuing faith-

fully and diligently the course which God

has marked out, you may depend upon

it that the day star will arise, and the

dawn of that glorious day will be wit-

nessed by all that share and engage in

this labor. But how many labors de-

volve upon us, and how they accumu-

late and crowd upon us. The labor of

lifting up the people and uniting them,

furnishing suitable work for the unem-

ployed and for our sons and daughters,

that there may be no idleness in our

land, that there may be no need of any

Union societies to be organized, arraying

labor against capital. How necessary it

is that we should listen to the words of

wisdom and instruction which have been

given, counseling us to so organize our-

selves and arrange our temporal affairs,

that there may not be a single individ-

ual throughout our land, who desires to

work, go unemployed, but that all may

have this blessed privilege, for whenmen

labor they keep out of mischief. You re-

member the old proverb—"An idle man's

brain is the devil's workshop." We want

to banish idleness, how shall we do it?

By organizing, and every President of

Stake and every Bishop making it the

study and object of his life to furnish

employment to every man under his im-

mediate presidency who may desire it.

And thus we will preserve ourselves,

and our sons will find employment at

home, instead of scattering abroad, go-

ing hither and thither: and our daugh-

ters, too, will then find husbands who

will be in a position to maintain them

honorably and properly, and thus mar-

riage be promoted in the land. Our boys,

when they arrive at years of maturity

and can take earn of a wife, should get

married, and there should not be a lot of

young men growing up in our midst who

ought to be, but are not married. While

I do not make the remark to apply to in-

dividual cases, I am firmly of the opin-

ion that a large number of unmarried

men, over the age of twenty-four years,

is a dangerous element in any commu-

nity, and an element upon which society

should look with a jealous eye. For every

man knowing himself, knows how his fel-

lowman is constituted; and if men do not

marry, they are too apt to do something

worse. Then, brethren, encourage our

young men to marry, and see that they

are furnished employment, so that they

can marry.

And then there is the education of

our children. O, that we could bestow

upon them, in every sense of the word,

a proper education, so that they might

become the peers of any people. Our

children are noted for their brightness of

intellect. Teachers say, who come from

the east and the west, they never saw

children receive knowledge with more

ease than the children of these moun-

tains do. We should take all the pains

in our power to educate our children,

furnishing them the best facilities, that

our daughters and sons may be educated

and accomplished. And at the same time

teach them to labor. I tell my daughters

that I want them to learn to wash, and

sew, and cook, and become the best of

housewives; and that I do not care then

howmuch else they may know about mu-

sic and other accomplishments, that they

may be fitted to mingle with and feel at

home in the best society. Girls as well as

boys ought to be so trained as to confer

dignity upon labor; and the idea, preva-

lent among some people, that because

girls are accomplished they are spoiled

and unfitted for labor, or to do house-

work, ought to be frowned down.

Let us think of these things after


