10 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

to the polar regions, they would necessar-
ily, as the earth began to cease or rotate
more slowly in its axial revolutions, cause
the waters of the equatorial region to flow
towards the two polar regions. It is an easy
matter for a mathematician to demonstrate
the depth of the waters in any part or lati-
tude of our globe, should such an event
take place or happen. The waters in reced-
ing from the great equatorial region would
cover up the great mountains on our east,
and we, in this altitude, would be buried
under water at least over a mile in depth. I
do not say that this was the manner which
the Lord took in “breaking up the foun-
tains of the great deep.” There may have
been other causes unknown to us; but to
say there never was such an event is some-
thing entirely unwarranted. Still, it may
be said, this would not cover all the solid
portion of the earth, but leave the equa-
torial land still further elevated above the
ocean, and if all the lands of the earth were
to be under water, how could that be ac-
counted for? Very easily. Cause the earth
to rotate on its axis more swiftly than what
it now does, say for instance, in one-half
the time—in 12 hours instead of 24—and
you would bury up all the equatorial lands
of our globe. How easy a matter it would
be for the Lord to cause the earth to rotate
more swiftly, and then again to rotate more
tardily, and produce the effects ascribed to
the flood.

When therefore, we read that the earth
was once depopulated, except a few indi-
viduals, who were saved in the ark, why
should it be thought a thing incredible
that the Lord should again depopulate our
globe, not by a flood, but by devouring
fire. It may be said that we cannot see how
a universal fire can prevail over all the face
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of the earth. There are various ways by
which this could be accomplished. How
did the Lord cause fire in ancient times
to break out among the children of Israel,
when they transgressed his holy laws, and
when they murmured and complained
against God? Fire was sent forth from his
presence we are told, and rested upon the
tabernacle; he was in the tabernacle, and
his cloud was over the tabernacle; and fire
went forth from this center, or the place
where the Lord chose to manifest and show
forth his glory, and it destroyed many of
the people. You may say, “But this was a
supernatural fire that proceeded from the
presence of God, from the tabernacle,
consuming thousands of transgressors.”
I would ask, cannot the same Being who
was able to produce this destruction by fire
upon a few thousand individuals cause it
to be more extensive and more univer-
sal in its operation? Has he not the same
power to produce a supernatural fire over
all the earth; even to the consuming of “all
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly;”
burning them up literally, their bodies
becoming as “ashes,” as a farmer would
set fire to and burn up the stubble of his
fields? Well, you say, “If we admit that the
first was supernatural, that God did actu-
ally burn the transgressors among Israel by
fire, we are willing to admit that the same
Being that could do this upon a small
scale, could perform a similar work on a
universal scale.” That is very reasonable
to admit. But then, perhaps the Lord may
not see proper to do this work of burn-
ing in the latter days altogether upon a
supernatural principle; he may, perhaps,
bring it about by certain physical forces
or laws, by certain changes that may be
wrought upon our elements; for the Lord
holds in his own hands all the elements,
and not only those of this little globe of
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