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Bishops? Have they not time to attend

the Quarterly Conference? Oh, shame

on such men! Are they worthy to hold

a place in the Bishopric, and associate

with the Holy Priesthood of God? They

are desecrating the holy principles by

which they ought to be governed. Where

are their Counselors, I asked myself, and

where are the Priests and Teachers and

Deacons? Is there no interest manifested

in the Church and kingdom of God, or in

the Zion he is about to establish? Not

much with many of them. Where were

these thousands of Seventies and High

Priests and Elders? The great majority

of them were not here; but today they

are, and I thought I would talk to them

while here, and not when absent. Are the

things of God of so small importance—

are the issues of life, the destinies of

the world, and the salvation of the liv-

ing and the dead of so small importance,

that we cannot afford time to spend a

day once a quarter in attending to the

duties of our office, in representing our

different districts, and in fulfilling the

duties of our priesthood and the obliga-

tions God has placed upon us? I tell you,

ye Elders of Israel, who neglect these

things and who shirk your duties, God

will remove your candlestick out of its

place, and that speedily, unless you re-

pent. And I say so to the Bishops, and I

say so to all Israel who hold the Priest-

hood. We are not here to do our own will,

but the will of our Heavenly Father who

sent us. God has placed an important

mission upon us; he expects us to fulfill

it. If we treat it lightly and neglect our

duties, he will remove us and others will

take our crown. But he is not going to

allow His kingdom to be overthrown, for

it will roll forth and spread and increase

until the kingdoms of this world shall be-

come the kingdoms of our God and His

Christ and he will rule forever and ever.

I was reminded, yesterday, of a para-

ble made use of by the Savior in his day.

"Then shall the kingdom of heaven

be likened unto ten virgins, which took

their lamps, and went forth to meet the

bridegroom.

"And five of them were wise, and five

were foolish.

"They that were foolish took their

lamps, and took no oil with them:

"But the wise took oil in their vessels

with their lamps.

"While the bridegroom tarried, they

all slumbered and slept."

I thought that part of it was pretty

nearly fulfilled; for very nearly all of

the people belonging to this stake were

caught napping. By and by, or to quote

the words of the text:

"And at midnight there was a cry

made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh;

go ye out to meet him.

Then all those virgins arose, and

trimmed their lamps.

And the foolish said unto the wise,

Give us of your oil; for our lamps are

gone out.

But the wise answered, saying, Not

so; lest there be not enough for us and

you: but go ye rather to them that sell,

and buy for yourselves.

And while they went to buy, the

bridegroom came; and they that were

ready went in with him to the marriage:

and the door was shut;" and the oth-

ers did not, and—that's all. And there

is another Scripture to which I will re-

fer. Jesus says: "Many are called, but

few are chosen." And there are many

other peculiar Scriptures in relation to

this matter. I will refer to another

one. "Many will say to me in that

day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied


