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one, being equally faithful.

Patriarchal marriage involves conditions,
responsibilities and obligations which do
not exist in monogamy, and there are bless-
ings attached to the faithful observance of
that law, if viewed only upon natural prin-
ciples, which must so far exceed those of
monogamy as the conditions, responsibili-
ties and power of increase are greater. This
is my view and testimony in relation to this
matter. I believe it is a doctrine that should
be taught and understood.

The benefits derived from the righteous
observance of this order of marriage do not
accrue solely to the husband, but are shared
equally by the wives; not only is this true
upon the grounds of obedience to a divine
law, but upon physiological and scientific
principles. In the latter view, the wives are
even more benefited, if possible, than the
husband physically. But, indeed, the ben-
efits naturally accruing to both sexes, and
particularly to their offspring, in time, say
nothing of eternity, are immensely greater
in the righteous practice of patriarchal mar-
riage than in monogamy, even admitting
the eternity of the monogamic marriage
covenant.

Man may receive great reward, exalta-
tion and glory by entering into the bond
of the new and everlasting covenant, if he
continue faithful according to his knowl-
edge, but he cannot receive the fullness
of the blessings unless he fulfills the law,
any more than he can claim the gift of the
Holy Ghost after he is baptized without
the laying on of hands by the proper au-
thority, or the remission of sins without
baptism, though he may repent in sack-
cloth and ashes.

“But,” says one, “how will it be
with good men who believe the doc-
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trine, but are prevented, or cannot enter
into the practice of it?” I reply that every
man and woman will receive all that they
are worthy of, and something thrown in
perhaps, on the score of the boundless
charity of God. But who can justly ex-
pect to obtain more than they merit? All
the judgments of God are not given unto
man. What we do not learn relative to the
salvation of our souls which are our bodies
and spirits, in this probation we will have
to learn in the eternity which lies before us,
for we cannot be saved without knowledge.
“But what if we never get knowledge?”
Then we never will be saved.

Suppose we live and die without knowl-
edge? Then, if we ever obtain salvation we
will have to get it in the next world, as the
Antediluvians did, who rejected the Gospel
as preached unto them by Noah and were
destroyed by the flood, sent to the prison
house to be punished for their disobedi-
ence and other wickedness, and in the me-
ridian of time received knowledge by the
proclamation of the Gospel, as preached
unto them by the Savior while his body
slept in the tomb, without which they
would forever have remained ignorant of
God, his government and laws, in a lost
condition. All men must obrtain salvation
upon their own merits, for by our works
shall we be judged, and by them justified
or condemned.

It is a glorious privilege to be permit-
ted to go into a Temple of God to be
united as man and wife in the bonds of
holy wedlock for time and all eternity by
the Authority of the Holy Priesthood,
which is the power of God, for they who
are thus joined together “no man can put
asunder,” for God hath joined them. It
is an additional privilege for that same
man and wife to reenter the Temple
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