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It is with much pleasure I meet with

the Latter-day Saints this morning; it

was a great pleasure to me yesterday to

sit and listen to the remarks which were

made by the brethren who spoke, and to

the testimonies which they bore; and I

trust that the same spirit which rested

upon them while addressing us yester-

day, will be upon us, speakers and hear-

ers, today.

I can appreciate the privilege we en-

joy in meeting in these quarterly confer-

ences, perhaps more so because of my

lengthened absence from home, than I

could were I constantly in your midst.

After a person has been deprived of

food, many of you know how good it

is to sit down to a well-spread ta-

ble. I do not know that the Latter-

day Saints are exactly in this condi-

tion. There are privileges we need and

which we can enjoy, even when away

from the body of the Church, which en-

able those who are thus separated to

rejoice in their religion and its bless-

ings. It has been a rule of my life,

since I was old enough to comprehend

the truth, to so live that the Spirit of the

Lord would be my companion, and thus

to have peace, to have joy and to have

satisfaction of mind; and this I can tes-

tify I have had. But still absence from

the society of the Latter-day Saints is a

great deprivation; at least it is to me.

With regard to our condition politi-

cally, I do not think it would be inap-

propriate for me to allude to it casually,

although it is Sunday. There probably

never was a time since we have been

in these mountains when we were in

a better political position than we are

today. Notwithstanding all the efforts

which are being made against us to de-

stroy our liberties, to embarrass us in

our progress and to malign us, the peo-

ple who reside in these mountains have

gained and are gaining a credit which

in many respects is very gratifying to

those who love the truth. It is a diffi-

cult thing to condemn an entire people,

and make the world believe that those

who manage a Territory such as ours,

the affairs of which are so well managed,

and are in so healthy and thrifty a con-

dition, are a wicked people. And so far

as my observation has extended, I think


