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through the States and converse with

gentlemen who are familiar with the af-

fairs of the nation through its length and

breadth, I never arise from such conver-

sation without feeling impressed more

than ever with the excellence of the cir-

cumstances which surround us. It is true

we have a desert land, that it is a land

requiring excessive toil to make it fruit-

ful and habitable for those who live in

it. The grass does not clothe our hills

spontaneously; our Territory is not fa-

vored with the rains of heaven to make

it green with verdure: our fields would

be barren indeed, if it were not for the

labor of irrigation and the constant ef-

forts of the husbandman. In this re-

spect our country differs very much from

every other place east of us. In trav-

eling through the broad prairies of Illi-

nois, with the continuous fields of grain;

and through Iowa and Nebraska, so far

as Nebraska is settled, and contrast-

ing the ease with which those lands are

cultivated, compared with the toil re-

quired in this mountain region, I could

not help thinking that if we were per-

mitted to live in so goodly a land, un-

der favorable circumstances, we would

soon convert it into an Eden. But in

the providences of the Almighty we were

driven out and led to this land, and the

Lord has showed unto us, and is show-

ing to the inhabitants of the earth, that

when a people will do that which He re-

quires of them, that he is abundantly

able to sustain them and make their

labors successful. He has done this in

leading us to this country, and in sus-

taining us since we came here. Our con-

dition in many respects is far superior

to those who live in those favored lo-

calities to which I have referred. We

have a healthy land; we have a land that

the Lord has blessed and made fruit-

ful as the result of our labors. It is a

land in which men cannot, from the very

nature of things, monopolize large bod-

ies of land to the exclusion of their

poorer neighbors. This is an advantage

to the people of this country. The na-

ture of our surroundings compels us to

occupy small holdings and the result is

our land is better cultivated, there is a

more widespread ownership of the soil

than you will find in any part of these

United States; that is, there are more

men holding land and owning and occu-

pying it, in this country, in proportion

to the entire population, than you can

find elsewhere. The result, is a condition

of independence you cannot find else-

where. At the present time, in the west-

ern States especially, men are greatly

concerned about the element known as

Communism, which has taken posses-

sion of the minds of a numerous class

of the people. The working classes are

becoming very dissatisfied, and men are

trembling for fear of what will come upon

the nation. One of the strongest argu-

ments that was made in favor of keep-

ing up the United States army up to its

present numbers was, that there would

probably be riots in large cities and in

populous centers, which would require

the presence of the military acting as po-

lice to quell. And had it not been for

this evil the army would have been cut

down. But a good many men were anx-

ious to have it increased, deeming it nec-

essary for the preservation of life and

property. When we reflect upon this it

shows how changed have become the af-

fairs of our nation, when it is deemed

necessary to appeal to military power

to maintain good order in the Republic.

There can be no surer sign of the de-

cay of a republic than when human life

and property and liberty cannot be sus-

tained by the masses of the people, and

the military power, the ranks of which

are filled with hired soldiers, has to


