
be appealed to sustain good order in the 
midst of the people. Let such a state of 
things continue and there would soon be 
an end of true republicanism.

In this respect we also have our dif-
ficulties. The business of furnishing em-
ployment for our poor people, so that our 
streets shall not be filled with idle men 
and boys, has no doubt pressed, and will 
continue to press itself upon the minds 
of the leading men of this Territory. But 
in comparison with the magnitude of this 
question elsewhere, it seems to sink into 
insignificance here. It is a matter of small 
moment, comparatively speaking, in this 
Territory; because the great bulk of the 
people have employment, and can eas-
ily furnish themselves with employment. 
However, this is a matter that should re-
ceive attention and from those, too, who 
care for the people and have their welfare 
at heart. No doubt everything will be 
done that should be to preserve good gov-
ernment throughout this Territory, and 
throughout all these valleys which are in-
habited by the Latter-day Saints. The fact 
is, the time will come, concerning which 
there has been so much said in the past, 
when it will devolve upon the people of 
these mountains to maintain good govern-
ment, to uphold constitutional rights; and 
we are receiving the training necessary to 
fit and prepare us for that great and glori-
ous destiny. I have no doubt that the day 
will come, and come speedily, when Utah 
will be looked to, as an example of good 
government, and that the condition of af-
fairs in this Territory will be pointed to 
as an example for other communities and 
other societies to imitate with advantage to 
themselves and the country at large. There 
is every inducement therefore for us, as 
Latter-day Saints, to continue to persevere

in  the  d i rec t ion  in  which  we  a re  
going.

I have no doubt many of you would be 
surprised if you knew the interest that is 
being taken, outside of our Territory, in 
our affairs. When the news of the death 
of President Young reached the east, there 
was, I might say, a general expectation that 
rival claimants to the power he wielded 
would arise, that dissensions would ensue 
and that the work of disintegration would 
commence and the speedy overthrow of 
the system soon follow. I suppose I have 
been spoken to hundreds of times upon 
this point; and men seem surprised that 
this has not been the result. Many have 
said to me, “Your affairs seem to go on 
prosperously, notwithstanding the death of 
your great leader.” Yes. “Well, we scarcely 
expected this would be the case; we have 
heard so much said through the newspa-
pers concerning the probability of dissen-
sions in your midst and quarrels over the 
leadership, that we were expecting you 
would have trouble.” I have told them in-
variably that President Young had all his 
lifetime acknowledged that the qualities 
and powers he possessed he owed to what 
the world call “Mormonism;” that he was 
not the creator of “Mormonism,” but he 
himself was the product of it, and that this 
would continue to increase, no matter how 
many leaders might die or pass away. The 
results which have followed the decease 
of President Young have given to think-
ing men a higher idea of the strength and 
power of this system. It assumes a differ-
ent position in their minds. The idea now 
begins to prevail that it is not entirely de-
pendent upon the life or the ability of any 
single individual; and I think the death of 
President Young has had the effect also 
to cause men to pause, and to look upon  
the work a little differently. He was the
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