
target at which every arrow was aimed, he 
was the object of every plot and scheme; 
every combination for evil had for its ob-
ject, his destruction or his embarrassment. 
His withdrawal from the scene spoiled 
these combinations, and brought these 
plots to naught. To this I attribute the qui-
et of the past season. Although I have often 
been at Washington for the past 20 years, 
and have spent a considerable portion of 
my time there for a number of years past, 
I have never seen less of the disposition on 
the part of public men to take adverse mea-
sures against the people of Utah Territory 
than there has been this season. The feeling 
has been to let us alone for the present; and 
although there were emissaries sent down 
from here who labored very diligently to 
stir up feeling and to secure action against 
the people of Utah, their efforts scarcely 
created a ripple upon the surface of politi-
cal affairs, and they attracted no attention 
outside of the committees, to whom they 
addressed themselves. Though it is unpleas-
ant upon some accounts to have men there 
who are circulating all manner of falsehood 
about the people of Utah to gain their 
ends, they have their uses. They create dis-
cussion. They stir one up, and their pres-
ence and opposition furnish opportunities 
to talk to committees and members about 
Utah affairs, which otherwise the Delegate 
would not have. Such discussions made 
things lively in the committee rooms, but, 
outside of the committees there was not a 
feeling that I could discover particularly 
hostile to Utah. This is a remarkable condi-
tion of affairs; and I attribute it in part to 
the effect that the death of President Young 
has had upon the public mind throughout 
the entire country.

I  do not think there i s  any less

hostility against the truth; I do not think 
that Belial has lost any of his hatred to the 
Lord; but the Lord in his wisdom has per-
mitted a feeling of this kind to grow up, 
and is overruling it for his own purpose.

I have said the eyes of the people are 
upon us; they are watching us and great 
hopes are entertained concerning us by 
many people who are not of us. We are 
looked upon as the pioneers in many re-
forms. The ladies, as you are aware, have 
lately been agitating in Congress their 
question—Woman’s Rights. Among oth-
er ladies who argued their cause before 
the general committees of the Senate and 
the House, was a sister of the Rev. Henry 
Ward Bencher—Mrs. Isabella Beecher 
Hooker, a lady of character and great abil-
ity. It was most gratifying to me to hear the 
tribute that these ladies paid to the women 
of Utah; not that they sympathized with 
plural marriage, for they disavowed their 
sympathy with it; but they begin to rec-
ognize, as they never have until quite re-
cently, the true position that the men and 
women of this Territory occupy upon this 
question. Indeed, I heard more than one 
say, and among them was one very promi-
nent lady, that if there had to be a choice, 
she would prefer plural marriage than to 
have the condition of affairs which exists  
in their communities. There seems to have 
been a good deal of light thrown upon  
this subject: and our sisters here, through 
their publication, the Woman’s Exponent,  
as well as other channels of communi-
cation, have greatly aided in this matter.  
Their efforts are commendable, and are  
already beginning to have their good  
effects in the States among their sisters; 
and I am pleased to be able to bear this
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