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was a “Mormon.” After stating that he 
understood that the “Mormons” believed 
in marrying more than one wife, to which 
bro. Eldredge replied in the affirmative, he 
asked if he himself had more than one, to 
which he again responded affirmatively. 
He then asked how many he had. To this 
bro. Eldredge replied: “I have such a plenty 
of my own that I have no occasion to trou-
ble my neighbors’; and that is more than 
a great many in the land of steady habits 
can say.” This was a home shot. His part-
ner laughed heartily. Knowing the other’s 
character, he could appreciate its applica-
bility to him. After getting his reply, the 
gentleman had no more questions to ask, 
and soon made an excuse to go out. Many 
who have heard of this reply, think the idea 
embodied in it a capital one, for it is not 
uncommon in many places for other men’s 
wives to receive attentions which should be 
only tendered to them by their husbands.

I desire greatly to see this people 
prosper and increase in everything 
which wil l  make them the favored

people of God. I want to see us become a 
strong people, strong in our virtues; look-
ing after our children, and bringing them 
up in the fear of God, and teaching them 
good morals and good precepts; whilst we 
endeavor to put down those evil practices 
that are creeping in, such as smoking and 
chewing tobacco, using the name of the 
Lord in vain, and also profane and im-
proper language, and to see that our boys 
and girls are educated in everything that 
will make them great and noble. It is the 
great desire of my life to see this people 
become all that the Lord desires us to be. 
But when I saw how few there were in 
this Tabernacle yesterday, few compared 
to the attendance this morning, I felt the 
reproofs that were made by brothers Pratt 
and Woodruff were well-timed, and ought 
to be taken to heart by all of us, and the 
disposition be encouraged to be more at-
tentive to our duties.

That the Lord may bless you, and bless 
all who belong to His Israel, is my prayer, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

I have been a good deal interested  
in the remarks made by my breth- 
ren; and in connection with them, I

am very  much pleased to  see  you  
meet in this beautiful house, and in  
possession of the privileges you enjoy;
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