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and you have a right to enjoy them, be-

cause you have made them yourselves.

And then again, you did not make them

yourselves, only as God assisted you. I

think there is a modern Scripture which

reads: "Against none is His wrath kin-

dled, save those who do not acknowl-

edge his hand in all things." And there

are some other principles connected with

these matters that are of a good deal

of importance to us. One of the old

prophets, in speaking of the people and

their relationship to God, says: "The

Lord is our God, the Lord is our king,

the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our

lawgiver, and he shall rule over us." If

we could really place ourselves in this

position, and feel that we live in God,

that we move in God, and that from him

we derive our being, and that he holds

the issues of life, and every blessing we

enjoy whether of a temporal or spiri-

tual nature, either referring to this world

or the world to come, proceeds from

God. If we, as a community, could com-

prehend our position in regard to this

grand, leading, and very important fea-

ture of our faith, we should be prepared

to receive greater blessings at the hand

of the Almighty, and be prepared also

to magnify that great and holy priest-

hood which he has placed upon us. We

should be prepared more understand-

ingly to build temples, and to operate in

them; we should be prepared to stand as

saviors upon Mount Zion, and to oper-

ate with God and the holy angels, and

with apostles and prophets who have

lived before, and with the holy priest-

hood in the eternal worlds, as well as in

this world, for the accomplishment of the

purposes of God for the redemption and

salvation of the living and the dead; for

the salvation and exaltation of ourselves,

our progenitors and our posterity. But

we, need to realize and comprehend our

position and relationship to the

Almighty.

Some of the brethren who have ad-

dressed you have spoken upon our polit-

ical rights, which is all very correct. It

would be a poor thing indeed, if, after

God has gathered us from among the na-

tions of the earth to place His name upon

us, and to establish and build up His

kingdom upon the earth, we should be

under the necessity of calling in the devil

to help us to do the Lord's work. It is

one of those incongruities which the rea-

sonably intelligent and reflective mind

will necessarily disown. We are gathered

here, not in the interests of any politi-

cal party or any essential organization,

other than that which God dictated and

ordained. Why are we here today? It is

because the heavens have been opened,

because angels have appeared, because

the revelations of God's will have been

made known to man, it is because God

and the holy angels, with the eternal

priesthood, have thought proper to man-

ifest in these last days the fullness of

the everlasting Gospel, which Gospel has

been proclaimed to us in the different na-

tions from whence we came. And hav-

ing yielded obedience to its first princi-

ples we have gathered here. We did not

come here as being associated particu-

larly with any colonization scheme; we

did not come here because of the rich-

ness or fertility of the soil; we did not

come here because there was gold and

silver in our mountains. We had no such

idea. We came here because we believed

that the Lord had restored the ever-

lasting Gospel; because he had renewed

the everlasting covenant; and because

he had sent forth the proclamation,

"Gather my people together, those who

have made a covenant with me by sacri-

fice," and because we had been baptized

into Christ, and put on Christ. This is


