
into account before God and before the 
holy priesthood.

Here, for instance, is the President 
and his Counselors, who preside over this 
Stake. They ought to feel interested in the 
welfare of every man, woman and child in 
the Stake, so far as they come under their 
observation; and these men, by virtue of 
their high calling, ought to be full of life 
and the Spirit and revelations of God, to 
comprehend things as they are presented to 
them and that they may administer justice 
in righteousness, and rule over the people 
in that way and manner that will secure the 
favor and approbation of the Most High; 
always seeking first the interests of the 
kingdom of God and the flock that God 
has given them the oversight of.

Now I will mention some things here 
that my attention has been called to, in 
regard to union, and union of effort. 
We have had a great deal said about the 
United Order, and about our becom-
ing one. And some people would wish—
Oh, how they do wish, they could get 
around that principle, if they could! But 
you Latter-day Saints, you cannot get 
around it; you cannot dig around it; it 
will rise before you every step you take, 
for God is determined to carry out his 
purposes, and to build up his Zion; and 
those who will not walk into line he will 
move out of the way and no place will 
be found for them in Israel. Hear it, you 
Latter-day Saints, for I say to you in the 
name of Israel’s God that it is a revelation 
from the Most High, and you cannot get 
around it. There seem to be difficulties in 
the way at present; but we shall surmount 
these. The only way for us to do now, in 
consideration of the weaknesses and infir-
mities with which we are surrounded, is 
to do the very best we can, and advance 
those interests as near as we can, practi-

cally and in their spirit and essence, until 
we can bring about the thing that God de-
signs, for men are not prepared for these 
things yet in full. But we are in part, as 
they of old prophesied in part, and under-
stood in part; and by and by that which 
is perfect in relation to these matters will 
be introduced. Joseph Smith tried to in-
troduce this order, but such was the cor-
ruption, covetousness, fraud and injustice 
of men, that he found it almost impossible 
to do it. This was the idea he conveyed, 
if not the precise words that he used in 
speaking upon this subject. We have made 
various attempts to do what the Prophet 
Joseph tried to do. In some places they are 
doing very well, and in other places very 
poorly; I can tell you this much about it, 
it is pretty hard work to make sheep out of 
goats. Did any of you ever try it? Let me 
quote you a passage of our Savior’s: “My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me.”—“A stranger will 
they not follow, but will flee from him: for 
they know not the voice of strangers.” And 
he prayed to the Father concerning them: 
“Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, that 
they may be one, as we are.” “That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” Or, in other words, God sent 
him and his people knew it and knew him, 
but the world believed it not; but when 
this oneness should be brought about, the 
world would know it. And when we be-
come one in all things, our condition will 
be a spectacle for God, angels and men to 
gaze upon with delight: and the world then 
will know that God is with us, and that we 
are his Israel, and that he is our guide, our 
shield, our deliverer.
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