
the interests of the church and kingdom of 
God upon the earth.

We have been passing through quite a 
scene for some time past, and the world 
generally has, especially the European 
nations, since about 1873. There was, as 
was termed, a financial panic, and it has 
grown worse and worse until the pres-
ent time; and trouble seems to be spread-
ing and growing among the nations, and 
is permeating the nation with which we 
are associated. It is now workmen against 
employer—labor versus capital, and vice 
versa, instead of union, harmony, fellow-
ship, and sympathy, which ought always to 
exist between man and man. And we have 
felt a little of the effects of the monetary 
crisis here. Then the grasshoppers have 
paid us a visit now and then; and the cod-
ling moth is among us, and some parts of 
our valleys have suffered considerably from 
winter frosts. And I have thought some-
times that if the people did not understand 
that God ruled, they would find out by 
and by; for I believe that all these things 
are used by the Lord to bring the people 
to reflection. And if I read my Bible aright, 
judgments are first to begin at the house of 
God. And if judgments are to commence 
at the house of God, where are the wicked 
and ungodly to appear? There is a ter-
rible time approaching the nations of the 
earth, and also this nation, worse than has 
ever entered into the heart of man to con-
ceive of—war, bloodshed and desolation, 
mourning and misery, pestilence, famine, 
and earthquakes, and all those calamities 
spoken of by the prophets will most as-
suredly be fulfilled, and they are nearer by 
forty years than they were forty years ago. 
And it is for us, Latter-day Saints, to un-
derstand the position we occupy. Among 
the honorable men I have referred to,

there are some things that make it ex-
tremely difficult for men sometimes to 
perform the kind of missions that they 
did formerly, owing to age, infirmities, 
and circumstances. Yet I have frequently 
felt ashamed when I have seen the acts of 
many in these quorums to which I refer, 
when they have been called upon to go 
on missions. One has one excuse, and an-
other, another. It was easier some twenty 
years ago to raise two or three hundred 
men than it is now among all those thou-
sands in Israel. How do you account for 
this? Partly in consequence of an apathy 
that exists in the different organisms of the 
priesthood; and partly from circumstances 
with which we have been surrounded. We 
have been grappling with these difficulties 
in common with others; and the Lord has 
placed us in this position to try us to see 
what material we are made of. Or, to use 
a common saying, to see who would be 
found at the rack, hay or no hay. But the 
general feeling seems to be—and I suppose 
it is so with us in Salt Lake and other pla-
ces—that we would rather go to the rack 
when there was plenty of hay. But there 
is such a thing as having faith in God. I 
will tell you how I have viewed these 
things. A great many have been thrown 
into circumstances that, without distress-
ing their families, it would be extremely 
difficult to pick themselves up and go on 
missions. We did not use to think about 
this; but there should be in this, as in oth-
er things, a cooperation, a united order if 
you please. We have found, in looking 
over some of our affairs, that these pinch-
ing times have reached to England. And 
lately when our Elders have returned home  
after having been absent two or three  
years, they themselves not having the 
means to pay their way home, have had to
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