
rebuked the destroyer, and where sand 
and aridness seemed to prevail, the earth 
has been made productive, and we have 
reaped abundance. When our enemies 
have sought to follow us, he has rebuked 
them, and the divisions which they would 
introduce in our midst, to enfeeble us, he 
has caused to be visited upon those who 
have sought to destroy us. The Lord has 
said through Isaiah, “The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master’s crib,” and 
they will come where they are used to be 
fed. We have been fed by the hand of God, 
we have been succored in the hour of our 
deepest distress; he has made us strong out 
of weakness, he has blessed us beyond our 
most sanguine expectations. He has taught 
us the principles of eternal life; and has 
taught us to turn our hearts to the fathers, 
as our fathers’ hearts have been turned to-
wards us, lest he should smite the earth 
with a curse and we not be permitted to 
inherit it.

Lehi, when he led his little family from 
Jerusalem, was shown of the Lord that he 
would lead him to a land of promise, a 
land that was choice above all other lands. 
The Almighty blessed his posterity, and 
they enjoyed peace and plenty until they 
became envious toward each other, and 
their hearts were filled with hatred towards 
God. Lehi was told that this land should 
be consecrated as a blessed land to his pos-
terity and they should continue to enjoy it 
and possess it, and that the pure in heart 
should dwell upon it, but the corrupt in 
heart should not possess this land in peace 
and prosperity. He led us to this land when 
we were oppressed, when we were wound-
ed and afflicted, when we were bleeding 
and hungry and naked; and here he has 
succored us and fed us, promising to be 
our Father and Friend if we would con-

tinue to rely upon him. Witness the extent 
of our increasing population, and the mul-
tiplicity of our settlements, as well as the 
prosperity that has attended us on every 
hand; and then ask ourselves the question: 
Are we possessed of the same humility, of 
the same love, and of the same undying de-
votion, as when our enemies were driving 
us from the rear, and apparently nothing 
but destitution unto starvation presented 
our front. Jesus once said to his Apostles, 
when he saw some of his disciples forsake 
him, “Will ye also go away?” But Peter an-
swered him and said, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
Then, if we now begin to idolize our pos-
sessions, the creations of our own hands, 
under the blessings of God, what profit is 
it to us in our having been led of the Lord 
to this land? Wherein, I ask, are we prof-
ited, if we turn a deaf ear to his words. Has 
he not said through Paul, as recorded in 
the 4th chapter of Ephesians, that he has 
placed in his church apostles, prophets etc. 
What for? “For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ: Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith,” etc., remaining 
in this condition until that which is per-
fect is come. And when we shall have ar-
rived at that state of perfection, seeing as 
we are seen, and knowing as we are known, 
we shall not need Prophets to teach us, for 
we will then see alike, dwelling in the pres-
ence of God. Then, shall we turn a deaf ear 
to the voice of Prophets before we become 
united, before we see eye to eye? If we do 
we shall prove ourselves no better than the 
world of mankind whom we have left. We 
have come here and demonstrated that the 
Lord has blessed us—for he has demon-
strated this to our heart’s content; he has
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