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given us wives and children, pledges of
an eternal union that is to exist between
us and them forever. Our children are
the offspring of the Almighty, they are
placed under our guardian care to be in-
structed in the principles of eternal life;
they should be taught that they are cre-
ated in the image of God, that they owe
allegiance to him, and that they have not
come upon the earth to do their own will,
but the will of their Father in heaven. It is
said and understood by us that Jesus will
come and take unto himself the people
that are prepared to meet him. What is
our condition? We are anxious to bless the
earth we occupy; we are anxious to nour-
ish and cherish our flocks and our herds.
We say our prosperity depends upon these
things, and that they are created for our
sakes, that they were created for man, to
be subject to him, and that our children
will succeed us in the possession of them.
How important that they be filled with
intelligence; how important it is that we
endeavor to keep open communication
between God and our children, how im-
portant it is that we see that they receive
a good sound education, and that they
have proper associations, and that they are
early impressed with truths calculated to
make them immortal and bring them ev-
erlasting joy and happiness, and that they
do not become infidel and ungrateful in
their hearts. Moses was raised under pe-
culiar circumstances, having been taught
in all the learning of the Egyptians—a
people who were estranged from God,
and received the best education that the
Court of Pharaoh could afford. But did
his heart become alienated from God, his
kindred and people? No, he learned to
love them. And as he saw them plodding
and laboring under the most unpleasant
and adverse circumstances to make brick,
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his heart was drawn out in sympathy to-
wards them; and he never rested until he
prevailed with God to rescue them from
their bondage. And when his mission to
deliver his people was made known to
them, and when he had obtained their
confidence, did they hearken to his coun-
sels? And when he had so far led them on
their way to the wilderness, the Red Sea be-
fore them, the forces of Pharaoh in rear of
them, with no chance of escape on either
hand, did they relent and want to retrace
their steps, or did they follow their leader,
he acting as a God unto them? They fol-
lowed the man whom it has pleased God
to place at their head, between Him and
them, and they never questioned him, they
knew there was no salvation for them only
through him. And he led them to liberty;
he led them to prosperity; he led them to
the favor of God, and with uplifted hands,
while his mortal strength endured, he
plead their cause with the Lord.

God has given us Apostles; he has given
us homes that are beautiful to look upon,
and lands that are productive and fruit-
ful; and he has made us gracious and pre-
cious promises in that eternal union with
our wives and children, restoring us to the
society of our fathers in favor with God.
He has placed great and glorious bless-
ings within our reach, but has first called
upon us to erect sacred edifices to his name
in which to receive them. Shall we, my
brethren, withhold our substance and the
labor of our hands necessary to complete
this work? If we do we shall be found in
the condition of those that Jesus came to.
What did he say to them on a certain oc-
casion? “It is written, My house shall be
called the house of prayer; but ye have
made it a den of thieves.” And he further
said: “I send unto you prophets, and wise
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