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men, and scribes: and some of them ye
shall kill and crucify.” Why? “That upon
you may come all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth, from the blood of righ-
teous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son
of Barachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar.” Infidels say, this is
injustice, why should they be condemned
and held answerable for the blood of their
forefathers who were slain before they
came into existence? These very men had
the chance to redeem them. The Messiah
himself stood before them inviting them to
be taught in these principles of salvation.
The burden of his soul was to draw men to
him that they might be fed with the bread
of life. “Come unto me, all ye that are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.” Would they
do it? No. But on the contrary, they took
John the Baptist and slew him; and they
took Jesus and crucified him. Why? Said
they, “His blood be on us, and on our chil-
dren.” Part of the Savior’s mission was “to
preach deliverance to the captives,” which
he did when he passed to the other side
of the veil. They rejected the Gospel, and
therefore would not go into the temple to
administer in the ordinances on behalf of
their fathers who had not the opportuni-
ty to hear the Gospel through the Savior,
and could not pass through the ordinan-
ces of His house; and they took part with
their enemies and with those who slew
the Prophets, and consequently they were
under this condemnation. The work that
was required at their hands is required of
us, namely to perform ordinances for our
fathers and forefathers which they were not
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permitted to do for themselves while liv-
ing in the flesh. Let us lay our hand to and
never cease our labors until the Temples of
our God are erected, and our fathers” hearts
are warmed into their knowing that their
children are laboring for their redemption.

Our fathers, for many generations, knew
not the Gospel. Hireling ministers preach,
and have preached for years, what they
conceive to be the truth. But God has, in
our day, spoken from the heavens; he has
proclaimed the regeneration of the human
family, the redemption of Zion and the
establishment of His kingdom in power.
And he has told us that he would make us
instrumental to this end. Then if we would
have our sons be faithful, and not infidel
in their hearts, let our acts conform with
our doctrine, let them understand from
our conduct and the spirit within us, that
we love God more than we love anything
on earth; that we revere His Apostles, from
the fact that we listen to their counsels and
carry out their instructions. And I will tell
you, my brethren, that our children will re-
spect and honor us; and when we sleep we
will be numbered among the blessed dead
who die in the Lord; we will rest from our
labors, and our works will follow us. There
is no consistency in our acts when we say,
we will receive this principle or doctrine,
and reject another. If we have the Spirit of
the Lord within us, we well know, as has
been said, that Jesus is the Christ; but if
we lose claim to the Holy Spirit we can no
longer testify that Jesus is the Christ and
that His Apostles are his ministers. And
when once bereft of this we enter into
temptation, and by and by fall into dark-
ness, and will be found walking in bye and
forbidden paths, and our sons and daugh-

ters begin to view us with distrust, and
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