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done in the State of Missouri; and as we

were coming to this country we would

not rest until there should not be a

Latter-day Saint there who desired to

come to this land. Did we fulfill that? We

did; we carried it out to the very letter;

we fulfilled our covenants and sent our

teams back year after year, until there

was not one left in that country that de-

sired to come to Zion. Was not this a

United Order? Yes it was, in part, and

we have done a great deal of the same

kind of thing since we came here. So

soon as we fulfilled that covenant, we

organized a Perpetual Emigration Fund

Company, under the direction of Pres-

ident Young, having for its object the

gathering of the poor from distant lands;

and thousands and hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars were subscribed and

used for that purpose. It was organized

on a wise principle, not exactly what

you would call the United Order; yet it

was an order calculated to benefit our

poor brethren to bring them from their

distant homes to unite with us in Zion.

Many of you present remember when we

sent our boys with our teams, loaded

with provisions to bring them from the

frontiers. I am very sorry to say that

a great many of them have not lived up

to the principles of that order in making

good their indebtedness, as it was cal-

culated they would do in order to make

the fund perpetual in its operations, us-

ing the same means to bring others here

who were situated in a condition simi-

lar to that of themselves. I say again, I

am very sorry to have to say that a great

many have failed thus far to repay the

amount used to emigrate them, although

in very many cases they are abundantly

able to do so. Brother Carrington, who

is President of the Fund, informs me

that there is now due the Perpetual Emi-

gration Fund the sum of about one mil-

lion dollars, without interest; and if the

interest were added it would be about

double that amount. That is one thing

wherein we have failed in part to make

good our agreement; but a great many

have met their obligations promptly and

honorably. I wish we could say the same

of all those who have been assisted by

this Fund. I hope that those who are still

owing for their emigration will be led to

reflect upon these things, and consider

the situation of the brethren who are

now in the same position as they them-

selves were some years ago.

This is a principle of union which has

been abused; but it is right, and shall we

cease our endeavors in this direction be-

cause it has been abused by thoughtless

or dishonest men? No, we will try and

do what we can, with the aid of the Lord,

to deliver scattered Israel from the op-

pression and poverty under which many

are suffering. I would remark that of

this sum now due to the Fund, there is

quite a large amount that has been ad-

vanced by the Church to help out the

poor. And if you were to hear the let-

ters that I receive, if you were addressed

and supplicated and importuned as I am

from time to time in relation to these

things, describing the terrible condition

and poverty under which the people are

laboring, you would feel that if common

honesty could not induce you to meet

your obligations, that at least the sym-

pathies of human nature would prompt

you to extend to others that same kind-

ness that has been extended to you. We

should reflect upon these things, and at

least try to make them right.

But to return to the United Or-

der; when the Bishops in those days

came around to you and informed

you that so many men and teams,


