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Zion is onward; the "little stone" is hewn

out of the mountain without hands, and

will roll until it fills the whole earth;

and under the direction of God we have

a duty devolving upon us as his Priest-

hood, to carry out his will upon the earth.

And shall we, because of individual in-

terests and personalities draw off from

things that God has ordained? I say

no, never! No, never! But let us unite

closer together, and harmonize our tem-

poral interests, until we shall manufac-

ture everything we need to make us in-

dependent of the world.

We took a vote at the Priesthood

meeting, yesterday, and so far as I could

discern, the brethren all voted to sustain

cooperation, and that those in the mer-

chandise business will purchase of the

coop.

But some may say, have not the coop-

erative organizations made many blun-

ders? Yes, they have, and in many in-

stances acted very foolishly. But shall

we give up the principle of cooperation

because of the unwise acts of a few in-

dividuals? We do not act thus in re-

gard to other matters. We baptize men

into the Church, and lay our hands upon

them that they may receive the Holy

Ghost, and after they have thus been

blessed with the light, spirit and power

of God, many of them act very foolishly,

violate their covenants, and transgress

the laws of God. Shall we, therefore,

repudiate baptism and the laying on of

hands because of their folly and wicked-

ness? Certainly not. The Lord has pro-

vided a way to purge the Church, and

those men are dealt with according to

the laws of the Church, and are rooted

out. This is the way that we ought

to manage in our temporal affairs. If

the people do wrong, deal with them

according to the laws of the Church,

and if the cooperatives do wrong,

professing to be governed by correct prin-

ciple, deal with them in the same way,

and let those wrongs be righted and evil

eradicated.

But we do not want to find fault nor

cast reflections on our brethren in the

Coop., nor on those out of it; but merely

to touch upon some important principles

necessary for building up of the king-

dom of God upon the earth. As I have

said, we took a vote yesterday, and the

brethren agreed to sustain cooperation,

and I would like to know from this con-

gregation, whether you will sustain co-

operation as directed by the Priesthood

or not. All that are in favor of doing so,

hold up the right hand. [The congrega-

tion voted unanimously.] Let us stick to

our covenants, and get as near to correct

principles as we can, and God will help

us. We want to be united in other things

as well—in our elections, for instance, we

should act as a unit. Other men are not

ashamed to use their influence and oper-

ate in behalf of their party; why should

we? As American citizens, have we not

the same right? Yes, we have. Then let

us be one and operate as one, for God

and his kingdom. And let us, as we are

told in the Doctrine and Covenants, se-

lect the wisest, the most prudent, intel-

ligent men, and put them in office, and

maintain them in it. That is the way for

us to do; not be pulling apart, each one

pursuing the devices and desires of his

own heart. The members of the Church

of England pray to the Lord every Sun-

day to forgive them for following the de-

vices and desires of their own hearts.

Are we in the Church and Kingdom of

God? Are we instructed of God? If we

are let us honor our calling, and show to

God, to angels, andmen, that we are true

to our trust that he has conferred upon

us; and go on in the good work and aim


