
twenty to fill missions in the Southern 
States, besides a great many other places, but 
whether few or many be needed, we must be 
in readiness at all times and under all circum-
stances to magnify our Priesthood and to do

everything required of us. We will build 
our Temples and be Saviors on Mount 
Zion, and the kingdom will be our Lord’s.

God bless you and lead you in the paths 
of life. Amen.
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There is a sentence in the Book of 
Mormon (p. 510), that has come to my 
mind, which I will read, “And whoso re-
ceiveth this record, and shall not condemn 
it because of the imperfections which are 
in it, the same shall know of greater things 
than these.” This passage from the Book 
of Mormon is one that I do not remember 
having chosen as a foundation of any spe-
cial remarks. It is one that applies directly 
to the present generation—the people 
that should live on the earth at the time  
that the Lord our God should bring 
forth this record, and affording them the  
opportunity of reading its contents. They 
were written by the Prophet Moroni, 
who was the only man of his nation—the

Nephites, who was righteous; his nation 
having been destroyed a few years before 
he penned this sentence. It is true a few 
of his nation had deserted and gone to 
the opposite nation—the Lamanites, and 
a few had fled at the general destruction; 
but they were hunted by the Lamanites, 
and were destroyed as a people. Moroni, 
being a Prophet of God, would not join 
that nation in their wickedness and idola-
try, and the only way he could preserve 
his life was to keep himself secreted 
and hidden from the knowledge of the 
Lamanites. While concealing himself from 
his enemies, he finished the record of  
the Book of Mormon. The latest date 
which he gives in the record is 420 years

z
THE BOOK OF MORMON—PROMISES TO THE LAMANITES—

OBJECTS OF THE RECORD—THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM—GIFTS TO  
THE CHURCH—BENEFIT OF IMMEDIATE REVELATION—THE 

GREATER THINGS SHOWN TO THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE 
RECORD—THE VISION OF MOSES—THE CREATION, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON PRATT, DELIVERED AT THE THIRTEENTH WARD  

ASSEMBLY ROOMS, SUNDAY EVENING, AUGUST 25,  1878

Reported by Geo.  F.  Gibbs

JOD Vol 20-LIVE.indd   62JOD Vol 20-LIVE.indd   62 5/16/20   9:17 PM5/16/20   9:17 PM


