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some records that he found in the west-

ern part of New York, and that if Mr.

Chandler would go and see him per-

haps he would translate those ancient

characters. Many of these references

were made with the intention of ridi-

culing Mr. Smith; but it so happened

that in traveling through the country

he visited Kirtland, Ohio, where the

Prophet Joseph Smith resided, bringing

the mummies and the ancient papyrus

writings with him. Mr. C. had also ob-

tained from learned men the best trans-

lation he could of some few characters,

which however, was not a translation,

but more in the shape of their ideas with

regard to it, their acquaintance with the

language not being sufficient to enable

them to translate it literally. After some

conversation with the Prophet Joseph,

Mr. Chandler presented to him the an-

cient characters, asking him if he could

translate them. The prophet took them

and repaired to his room and inquired

of the Lord concerning them. The Lord

told him they were sacred records, con-

taining the inspired writings of Abra-

ham when he was in Egypt, and also

those of Joseph, while he was in Egypt;

and they had been deposited, with these

mummies, which had been exhumed.

And he also enquired of the Lord con-

cerning some few characters which Mr.

Chandler, gave him by way of a test,

to see if he could translate them. The

Prophet Joseph translated these charac-

ters and returned them, with the trans-

lation to Mr. Chandler; and who, in

comparing it with the translation of the

same few characters by learned men,

that he had before obtained, found the

two to agree. The Prophet Joseph having

learned the value of these ancient writ-

ings was very anxious to obtain them,

and expressed himself wishful to pur-

chase them. But Mr. Chandler told him

that he would not sell the writings, un-

less he could sell the mummies, for it

would detract from the curiosity of his

exhibition; Mr. Smith inquired of him

the price which was a considerable sum,

and finally purchased the mummies and

the writing, all of which he retained

in his possession for many years; and

they were seen by all the Church that

saw proper to visit the house of the

Prophet Joseph and also by hundreds of

strangers.

The Prophet translated the part of

these writings which, as I have said is

contained in the Pearl of Great Price,

and known as the Book of Abraham.

Thus you see one of the first gifts be-

stowed by the Lord for the benefit of

His people, was that of revelation—the

gift to translate, by the aid of the Urim

and Thummim, the gift of bringing to

light old and ancient records. Have any

of the other denominations got this gift

among them? Go and inquire through

all of Christendom and do not miss one

denomination. Go and ask the oldest

Christian associations that are extant;

go to Italy, headquarters, and ask the

man that holds the greatest power and

authority in the Romish Church, "Can

you translate ancient records written in

a language that is lost to the knowledge

of man?" "No," he would say, "we can-

not, it is out of my power to do it." Go to

Russia inquire of the heads of the church

of the Greek Catholics, if they can do

this; and they will give you, substan-

tially, the same answer. Then try the

later, the present day denominations, in-

quire of every one of them, beginning

with the Lutherans and the Calvinists,

and the Church of England, and then put

the same question to all of the branches

that have sprung from them; as well

as to those that have come into exis-

tence by other means; and the univer-

sal reply of the Christian denominations,


