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lators and Seers of former ages. I do

not suppose for a moment that there is

any consistent person but that, if left

to his own reasoning, would say that

this is certainly the more reasonable and

the more consistent; and especially when

the Bible is referred to, in which there

is nothing limiting the generations that

have lived upon the earth for seven-

teen centuries in regard to these gifts.

It is more consistent then when God

should raise up a Church he should have

Prophets, Seers and Revelators in that

Church, inspired men, men that can re-

ceive the word of the living God, upon all

subjects that should come before them

which might concern the people. How

many millions of questions and matters

of more or less magnitude might be cited

for which no instruction could be found

in the Bible that would be at all suitable

to the circumstances. Take any one in-

dividual among the many of the human

family, and you could find thousands of

things, pertaining to his individual wel-

fare and temporal circumstances, that he

could never learn out of the Bible. The

Lord guides and directs the temporal as

well as the spiritual affairs of his people;

he always has done so. How many thou-

sands of things does a single head of a

family need to know, in regard to his own

temporal circumstances, what course

he should take most pleasing to the

Almighty, whether to pursue this course

or that branch of business, or whether

to pursue some other branch of busi-

ness, wherein he might do the most good;

and wherein he could glorify God most;

and which would be the greatest bless-

ing for his household and family, and

wherein he could please the Lord and

live more uprightly and more godly, and

more consistently and honestly, by pur-

suing one branch of business rather than

that of another. All these things concern

every head of a family; therefore, if he

had the spirit of revelation, if he could

go and inquire of the Lord, if he found it

to be the whisperings of his spirit which

course to pursue in temporal matters,

what a great blessing it would be for

him; and then not for that one person

only, but for all his sons as they grow up,

and for his wives, if he have a number

of wives. The Lord used to give revela-

tion not only to the head of a family, but

also to a man's wives. Read, for instance,

what the Lord revealed to the wives of

Jacob, how he used to reveal a great

many things to Rachel, a great many

things to Leah, a great many things to

Bilhah, and a great many things to Zil-

pah. These four wives were revelators;

they were prophetesses; they were indi-

viduals that could inquire of the Lord,

and obtain an answer from him; and we

have their revelations recorded in the

Scriptures. We call their revelations the

Word of God to them. What a benefit

it would be for a man who had three or

four or half a dozen wives, who could

receive the word of the Lord in relation

to their several duties; how calculated it

would be to produce peace, and union,

and salvation in the family and house-

hold. And what great comfort it would

be for a man if he had several wives, and

knew by the spirit of revelation how to

deal in relation to all his domestic and

temporal affairs, according to the mind

and will of God. Again, how great would

be the benefit to a body of people—to

say nothing of households and families—

located for instance, in one region of the

country, a people who were united to-

gether according to the law of God, de-

siring to advance each other's welfare

and happiness, and each man was re-

quired to love his neighbor as himself; a


