
and shall not condemn it because of im-
perfections, the same shall know of 
greater things. “But,” says one, “what 
imperfections could there be in the writ-
ings of an inspired man?” I will tell you. 
Imperfections may creep in through the 
printing press, unless there was some ex-
pert person to examine the printing of 
the Book. There might be imperfections 
creep in through the persons that record-
ed these things—Moroni and the various 
prophets that preceded him who wrote 
upon the plates. Imperfections might oc-
cur through the omission of some words. 
But one of the Prophets says, he knew of 
no imperfection in the record; neverthe-
less, the Lord knew all, therefore, he said, 
judge not, lest ye be judged; judge not 
with harsh judgment, lest ye be judged 
harshly—that is unrighteously. Probably 
the individual in reading the first edition 
of the Book of Mormon from the hands 
of the printer, knew of no error so far as 
the printing was concerned. But when we 
came to examine the first edition, and even 
all the editions, we found some few little 
imperfections that were introduced chiefly 
of a typographical nature. Well, those who 
will not condemn the work of God be-
cause of such little things, have the promise 
that they shall know of greater things than 
these. The Latter-day Saints are witnesses. 
You have upon your shelves the Book of 
Covenants and Commandments, the rev-
elations of heaven; you also are in posses-
sion of the Pearl of Great Price, containing 
the vision of Moses, that great and glorious 
vision which he received on the mount, 
revealing to him the history of the cre-
ation of the world. The Lord saw proper 
to descend upon a certain mountain before 
Moses, and showed himself to him, and 
the glory of God rested upon Moses so 
that he stood in the presence of the Lord;

and the Lord showed unto Moses the 
works of his hands in relation to the vari-
ous creations that he had made. And when 
Moses began to inquire of the Lord, the 
Lord said unto him, No man can behold 
all my works, except he behold all my glo-
ry; and no man can behold all my glory, 
and afterwards remain in the flesh upon 
the earth. Here, then, Moses began to un-
derstand that it was not for him as a mortal 
personage to cast his eyes forth and behold 
all the infinite creations of the Almighty 
dispersed through boundless space; but the 
Lord was willing that he should know in 
part. And Moses, when he saw the glory 
of God, and the things with which he was 
surrounded, pertaining to the planetary 
system, he began to wonder and marvel, as 
you and I would do if we had the privi-
lege of gazing in vision upon the works of 
God. And while he was marveling at what 
he had seen, the Lord for some reason, 
withdrew from him, probably to try him, 
to see if he would be faithful to him. And 
when the Spirit of the Lord was taken from 
him, and the glory of God had withdrawn 
from him and the Lord himself had de-
parted from before him, Moses was left to 
himself. O how weak! He fell to the earth, 
and for the space of many hours he did not 
receive his natural strength. And when in 
this weak, fallen condition he exclaimed, 
I know now that man is nothing; and he 
began to call upon the Lord to restore his 
strength. And Satan, we learn, took ad-
vantage of Moses on this occasion, while  
thus left to himself, and came and stood 
before him, and said, Moses, son of man, I 
am the Only Begotten, worship me. Moses 
looked upon Satan and perceived the dif-
ference at once, between the glorious per-
sonage that had appeared to him a short 
time before, and the personage of Satan.
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