LABORS AND EXPERIENCE, ETC. 79

poral things, familiar with the handling of
large bodies of people and organizing them
and dictating their labors and planning
for their temporal salvation, and for their
good government, as you will find in the
midst of these mountains and numbered
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

And yet, after making this statement,
we stand, as it were, at the very thresh-
old of our work, just at the door of it; we
have scarcely accomplished anything com-
pared to what remains to be done con-
nected with the work devolving upon us.
We have made a beginning, it is true, we
have solved some problems; but there is
an immense amount of work to be done
by us as a people, and especially by those
who act in our midst in the capacity of
leaders. The highest qualities of statesman-
ship are needed and called for; the highest
qualities that men and women possess that
make them capable of planning for nations
devising schemes and plans that will not
only save a town or a small community of
people, but that will extend to nations the
means of saving them from national peril
and from evils that menace the existence of
every power that now exists upon the face
of the earth.

You look abroad today among the in-
habitants of the earth and see their condi-
tion, see the evils with which they are af-
flicted and which threaten the downfall
and the overthrow of nations and we need
not to go beyond our own land to gain ex-
perience in this matter, and to ascertain the
danger which besets this republic, the most
glorious nation, and the most glorious
form of government that exists upon the
habitable globe. How many times it is said
that this republic cannot stand, that evils
are working and undermining the fabric of
government, and which threatens its speedy
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overthrow. You can scarcely talk with a
thinking man upon these subjects, a man
who takes in, to the extent of his vision,
all the evils which threaten our nation,
without having him acknowledge that the
future, in many respects, looks exceeding-
ly dark, and that it is somewhat doubtful
whether the republic can be preserved as it
is at the present.

With all these facts, then, before us, it
is well for us today, assembled as we are
in this general Conference, to take into
some consideration our own condition,
the circumstances which surround us, and
examine them in the light of intelligence
and wisdom, as He has given it to us, and
whether we should not take steps to pre-
serve our existence, and not only preserve,
but perpetuate it, and to increase our pow-
er, and to cause that work with which we
are identified to continue to progress and
to fulfil its high and glorious destiny.

There is one principle which I think in
mentioning everyone will see the power
of, and that is union. It is a trite saying,
often repeated, that union is strength.
Certainly we have proved the truth of this
saying through the long or short period,
as it may be, of our existence as a people.
There is no people today with whom I am
acquainted who has proved so satisfacto-
rily as we have throughout our past expe-
rience, the value of union. It is that which
makes us, numerically a weak people, a
strong people; it is that which makes us
one hundred and fifty or one hundred and
sixty thousand, or perhaps two hundred
thousand people throughout these moun-
tains north and south, a power in the land;
and a power certainly which there is more
said about than any other power, prob-
ably, in existence. Divide us up, segre-
gate us into denominations, into factions,
and what would we amount to? Nothing;
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