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is the work in which we are engaged; this is
the labor that should occupy our attention,
and as I have said, we should take warning
by that which we see around us on every
hand—the decay, the disintegration of
the various governments and powers, and
organize ourselves so that we can preserve
ourselves, and grow and increase and add
to the power we already possess. I believe
our people are beginning to take higher
views of the organization with which they
are connected, and consequently higher
views of their own individual responsibility
and the labor that devolves upon each one
as an individual. We see more of this spirit
manifested. The Elders have ever evinced
a willingness to go forth at the call of the
proper authorities to preach the Gospel
and perform labors of this character for
the public good; but it has been a difficult
lesson for us to learn that it was equally
binding upon us, as servants of God,
that we should labor in temporal matters
with the same devotion and the spirit of
self-abnegation that we did in laboring to
preach the Gospel. There seemed to be a
higher calling in the mind of man associ-
ated with spiritual matters; it seemed to be
more dignified; it has seemed to be more
worthy of men’s gratuitous labor, than to
labor with their hands or brain for the tem-
poral advancement of the work and for the
temporal salvation of the people. I believe
that you will all have noticed that there is
a change taking place in many minds in
regard to this, and many men are begin-
ning to take a different view—in fact they
have done for years; probably some never
had any other view, but a great many who
have had different views, who have imag-
ined that it was their duty to look at these
temporal matters, are beginning to take
different views, to take a higher concep-
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tion of their responsibility in this direction.
It is right and proper that we should do so.
There is no good reason why a man should
imagine that he has fulfilled the require-
ments more acceptably, more approvedly
in preaching this Gospel, than in laboring,
after the people have been gathered home,
for their salvation in temporal things.
There is a subject that has occupied a
great amount of thought, and has been
dwelt upon very frequently in our public
assemblies for the past few years; I refer to
that of the United Order. There have been
some attempts, in fact I may say many at-
tempts at organization with a view to its
more complete carrying out. There is an-
other principle connected with this that
has been in force also upon our attention
for many years past, namely, the system of
cooperation in temporal matters. We have
felt to a very great extent the importance
of this; I believe the spirit, of it has rested
upon the Latter-day Saints. When you
look back a few years, by way of contrast-
ing our condition then with our condition
today, you will perceive, doubtless, there
has been a great change effected among us
in regard to this matter. There has been
considerable thought among the people
concerning it; a great many have reasoned
upon it for themselves, and have become
thoroughly convinced of the importance of
the principle. In this a good work has been
done, because it is an exceedingly difficult
thing to leaven the whole mass of people,
like this people who inhabit these valleys,
to leaven them with correct ideas and
have them understand them. If the
First Presidency of the Church com-
prehend a principle, and the Twelve com-
prehend it, but the people fail to compre-
hend it, you can readily understand how
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