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sponsibility, and to labor today, and labor

tomorrow, and labor continuously un-

til eternity shall dawn upon us for the

more perfect organization of this people

in their temporal affairs. And as for divi-

sion, we want it not; disunion, we want it

not. We do not want to see the Elders of

Israel fall asunder, dividing this people

and leading them away from the union

that should characterize us. We say that

any man that does it is not of God; the

man that does it is not inspired by the

Spirit of God, and has not the love and

prosperity of this work at heart.

We are struggling now, the elements

are chaotic. In some respects we are en-

deavoring to gather together. Dealing in

merchandise is a small matter, and yet

it lies to a certain extent at the founda-

tion of our business; therefore we talk

about it; but merchandising is a small

matter compared with the work of orga-

nizing the people to get them to manu-

facture and to furnish labor, that there

may be no idle among us, that every boy

and every girl, and every man and every

woman in this community shall find em-

ployment; and that measures may be de-

vised to use their labor and talent and

ingenuity for the welfare and prosper-

ity of this people for the elevation of the

whole; not for the elevation of a few indi-

viduals, but for the uplifting of the entire

community, and the whole human race

out of ignorance, out of vice and from vi-

cious habits, and everything degrading,

lift us up, until we shall stand as man

and woman could in the divine presence,

filled with that divinity which we inherit

from our Heavenly Father; and govern

and control the elements with which this

earth is so abundantly endowed, for our

happiness, for the happiness of our pos-

terity, for the happiness of the entire hu-

man family as far as they reach—from

the north to the south, from east to west,

until we shall comprehend the whole

family of God our Heavenly Father, grad-

ually diffusing the blessings we enjoy

in these valleys throughout the entire

earth, until the whole earth shall be ben-

efited and blessed by our organization

and by our existence upon it.

These are some of the responsibili-

ties that devolve upon us as a people.

Shall I live for myself? God forbid that

I should live to spend my time and ex-

ercise the talent I may possess for my

personal benefit, or for the benefit of my

family alone. Why? It is unworthy of

any man or any woman to live for self

alone; to pile up our benefits and com-

forts for our own luxury and aggrandize-

ment. God forbid that we whom God has

chosen, we whom he has called and in-

spired by his Holy Spirit, and blessed

with the everlasting Gospel, and upon

whom he has placed his Holy Priesthood,

and called us to be saviors of men, I

say God forbid that we should do this,

that we should settle down and think en-

tirely of self and build up self, and let

our sphere of usefulness be limited to

our own family, extend not an inch be-

yond our own household and our own

family circle. God did not choose us for

any such purpose, he did not reveal him-

self to us for any such object; but he has

chosen us to be his missionaries in the

earth, to be the pioneers in laying the

foundation of that great work that shall

stand forever, that shall swallow up all

the works and powers of man, all the

organizations of man, shall swallow all

up and comprehend them all within it-

self. He has called us to this high and

holy calling; and it should be your aim

and it ought to be my aim to labor for

the general good. To starve ourselves?

No. Neglect ourselves? No. Let our


