
and establish an order of society that shall 
have for its basis eternal truth, some of the 
principles of which I have read to you. We 
believe he is coming for this purpose and 
to destroy all those man-made systems, 
and this inequality, and this fraud, and 
all wickedness that prevails. He will do 
it, better than Kearney, better than Labor 
Unions or Working-men’s Leagues. He 
will do it better than any man-made insti-
tution. In fact the whole of them will be 
overturned by him; and he will introduce 
a plan by which every man will recog-
nize the value of his brother man, a plan 
by which the poor can rejoice, and which 
will prevent the oppressor and the evil-
doer and the strong hand of Wealth from 
controlling and governing the earth, as is 
the case today. And it is for this purpose 
that the Gospel has been restored; and 
we have commenced to practice some of 
the principles calculated to bring about 
this condition of affairs. Imperfectly we 
admit, very imperfectly; but nevertheless 
the principles themselves are true and are 
perfect, however imperfectly they may be 
believed in and carried out by those pro-
fessing to be the followers of them, and, 
as I have said, the Lord has restored the 
ordinances in their ancient power and in 
their ancient purity; and the results we see 
before us today, to a certain extent, in this 
Territory. We are partially united; and I 
thank God for it; I praise him every day 
of my life that my lot is cast among this 
people, and that I am counted worthy to 
be a member of this Church. However 
humble my station may be, I still feel that 
I would have abundant cause for thanks-
giving in the fact that I am a member of 
this Church and that through member-
ship I have a claim to the fellowship of 
this people. Imperfect as we are, I never-

theless feel thankful for the degree of 
union that we have attained to through-
out these valleys. I am thankful for these 
my brethren and these my sisters. When I 
see their union and course of life and the 
disposition they manifest in the midst of 
the temptations which surround them, I 
feel thankful that the Gospel has been re-
stored and for the power it has upon the 
hearts of those with whom I am associated. 
To me the spectacle is one that fills me 
with thankfulness and admiration to God, 
when I see these elements gathered to these 
mountains from so many different nations 
and peoples, notwithstanding our peculiar-
ities and original differences of faith and 
of language, education and training, to see 
them dwell together so peacefully as they 
do, loving one another and ever ready and 
willing to do good to each other; not to the 
extent probably we should do or that we 
are required to do, for in too many instan-
ces we forget ourselves and partake too 
much of the spirit of the world. But I am 
thankful, as I have said, for that which I do 
witness, for the union and love and dispo-
sition to deny ourselves, and the reverence 
we have for God and sacred things and also 
the regard we have for his Priesthood.

This Gospel to which I have referred, 
if taught and believed in and practiced by 
the inhabitants of the earth, would revolu-
tionize the face of society; it would change 
the affairs of the earth, as we witness 
them. Instead of one man lauding it over 
his fellow man, as though he were made 
of better clay, as though he were made of 
porcelain, while his neighbor was made of 
common stuff, and thinking himself en-
titled to better board and bed and finer 
clothes, and to live in greater ease, instead 
of feeling that way, when the principles of 
the Gospel are practiced by us in their en-
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