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wrong, it does not help my case or excuse

you in the least degree. But it is for me

to do right myself; it is for me to carry

out and practice in my life the principles

revealed, and which I know to be true;

and then whether those on the right or

those on the left do wrong, it makes no

difference so far as my individual sal-

vation is concerned. And this is practi-

cal religion. If I were to sit down and

begin to relate to some of my neighbors

the faults of another neighbor, do you

think that would add to my perfection?

No, it would tend to make me more con-

temptible in the sight of God, and in the

sight of all men more just and upright

than myself. Therefore it is our duty to

indulge in and practice self-examination,

and self-condemnation if necessary. The

man that looks at himself in the light

of the Spirit of God, and who is a hum-

ble man, will not find much fault with

his fellow man; for the presence of his

own faults arise before him continually

when he sees another man's weaknesses,

and instead of filling him with self-pride

and self-justification and feeling self-

righteous, it produces a feeling within

him of commiseration for others, and the

spirit of charity takes possession of him,

and undoubtedly a prayer ascends from

his heart to God in behalf of him who had

given way to weakness desiring the Lord

to deliver him that he might not be left

to be overcome by the adversary. There

is too much talking among us about one

another. If we perceive a weakness in

a brother or a sister, instead of talking

about it, we should rather pray for him

or her; it would be much better for us. If

we are so perfect that we need no help

ourselves, let us exercise faith for those

who are not in so good condition, and

pray the Lord to help them, that they

may be enabled to overcome.

The Lord bless you, brethren and sis-

ters, and help us to be that which we

profess to be, not only to be Latter-day

Saints in name, but in word and deed,

exemplifying the principles of our reli-

gion in our lives; which I ask in the name

of Jesus. Amen.


