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to show that it was for anything, ex-

cept for the crime of being "Mormons."

I would here ask this government, how

much military and judicial investigation

was had to ferret out and bring to pun-

ishment the perpetrators of that bloody

deed, to say nothing of the wholesale

banishment of an entire community by

force of arms, and the sequestration of

their property and inheritances? How

does this compare with the claims of the

government to justice and equal rights?

Again, my hearers, I will refer you

to the murderous assault made on

Joseph and Hyrum Smith, John Tay-

lor and Willard Richards, in Carthage

jail. These men were untried and uncon-

demned, incarcerated within the walls

of a strong prison, and no danger of es-

cape; yet a band of disguised men, about

one hundred and fifty in number, as-

saulted the prison and slew Joseph and

Hyrum Smith, and seriously wounded

John Taylor with musket rifle balls; and

as every man is to be held innocent un-

til proven guilty, they remain innocent,

because never proven guilty, nor could

they be proven guilty, by any truthful ev-

idence.

It was said that some kind of legal

proceedingswere instituted in this tragic

affair, yet not with a view to convict and

punish, but with the intention to place

a bar against all future proceedings that

might be undertaken and prosecuted in

good faith. Thus the Prophet of God

and Patriarch of the Church were cruelly

murdered, to the great grief of their nu-

merous friends, and to the joy of a Chris-

tian nation.

Popular clamor crucified the Sav-

ior, and a popular outburst of indig-

nation murdered the Prophet of God

and his brother, and amid fire and

storm, cannon balls, swords and bay-

onets, were the "Mormon" people com-

pelled to flee into the wilderness.

To the shame, dishonor and disgrace of

the nation be it spoken; and when they

ask the cause of the whirlwinds, torna-

does and cyclones, that sweep through

the land, they are respectfully referred

to Haun's Mill, Carthage Jail and to the

treatment generally of the "Mormons" in

Missouri and Illinois for the true and

faithful answer.

The Prophet Isaiah, 60th chapter,

12th verse, utters this strong sentiment:

"For the nation and kingdom that will

not serve thee shall perish; yea, those

nations shall be utterly wasted." They

may ask, Are we to be so humiliated as

to serve the "Mormons" whom we have

despised, persecuted and rejected? They

can take the other horn of the dilemma if

they choose, and be utterly wasted. Wis-

dom however would suggest that our en-

emies move slowly and cautiously.

For one, I have no objection to any

and all federal officers coming here to ex-

ecute the laws, impartially in the spirit

of justice and truth. I say, they have

my cordial good will to do so. But when

they come full of wrath, with a deter-

mination to immortalize their names by

squelching out "Mormonism," pandering

to the prejudices of an ungodly age, I

cannot find language sufficiently strong

to express my disapproval and contempt

for their administration—wresting laws

from the known intention of the Legisla-

ture, and applying them by certain tech-

nical twists, to take the advantage of a

people who labor day and night to con-

form to the revelations of God.

Polygamy is a subject that greatly ag-

itates the public mind at the present day.

Some men in their depraved zeal to pry

into every secret of polygamywith a view

to expose it, know no limit to their efforts

to accomplish their hellish purpose. The


