
Supreme Ruler above has not yet relin-
quished all his rights, nor indeed any of 
them, on our little planet to the sons of 
earth, though they hold a very precarious 
dominion by sufferance, “only he who 
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 
way.” Pestilence and famine, earthquake 
and wars, whirlwinds and cyclones, fires 
and floods, besides accidents innumerable 
are being called into requisition to remove 
all obstacles; “For the nation and kingdom 
that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, 
those nations shall be utterly wasted.” The 
day of spiritualizing and daubing with un-
tempered mortar has gone by. It is stub-
born, self-evident facts that we have to 
grapple with, and should be set forth in a 
light that all may understand. Polygamy 
is a principle revealed from heaven with a 
commandment to enter into it practically. 
The principle is abundantly corroborated 
in the ancient scriptures, approved of God 
and sanctioned by all righteous men; and 
he who labors to overthrow this principle, 
fights against Jehovah and makes himself a 
shining target, courting the arrows of the 
Almighty upon his head, heart and coun-
try. Would to God, that I could, conscien-
tiously, make an exception here of our wise 
and learned judges, attorneys, juries and 
marshals; but conscience forbids it. The 
same consequences will follow against the 
fighting against any commandment that 
God has given, or that he may give. The 
consequences of the judicial war waged 
against the late Brigham Young are not yet 
canceled; but the hand of the destroyer has 
already begun his work, though in a com-
paratively mild and gentle form. Churches 
of various denominations, that have  
always been barred against our preachers, 
are being opened by the hand of Providence 
as the cyclone that recently passed

through Pennsylvania may be considered 
as a slight reminder; nor has Missouri al-
together escaped. We are now living in the 
days of a “marvelous work and a wonder.” 
Our enemies are about to be checked up 
in their career of burning strange fire upon 
the altar of God.

The Elders of this Church, my brethren 
and sisters, have faithfully labored during 
the last half century in almost every na-
tion on the globe, to warn the inhabitants 
of their duty and to tell them the conse-
quences of their not complying with it. 
It is true, that by the help of the Lord, 
we made many converts, yet few in com-
parison to the numbers who rejected our 
message. We can, therefore, with propri-
ety say, we are unprofitable servants; yet 
the Lord wishes to test our fidelity, our 
fortitude and our patience, knowing that 
the world would not be converted by the 
preaching of the Gospel, hence his design 
was to “send forth judgment unto victory;” 
and when the judgments of God wax hot 
in the land, many people will say, “Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob,” and 
so they will “come like clouds, and like 
doves to their windows,” and Zion’s gates 
be ever open, and Zion will not always be 
oppressed for their kings will yet “become 
our nursing fathers, and their queens our 
nursing mothers.”

We shall not always, my hearers, be 
under the necessity of reasoning with the 
skeptical and technical unbeliever, to per-
suade him to be saved; for a power will be 
manifested in the land more potent than 
man’s reasoning.

I wish to ask you, my brethren and sis-
ters, two important questions:

1st.—Why our unprecedently liberal 
harvest of grain this year?
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