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2nd.—Why does the spirit of the Lord
rest down upon our Elders, directing them
to explore the eastern, southeastern and
southern countries with the view of find-
ing suitable places for new locations and
settlements?

Ans. to first question—That we may be
prepared to lay up a surplus against com-
ing troubles.

Ans. to second—To open the way to
receive the multitudes flocking to Zion,
having heard that God is with us, and
desiring to escape the scourges by enlist-
ing under the aegis of “Mormon” protec-
tion; and shall we escape the scourges of
the Almighty if we foolishly part with the
surplus gifts that heaven has granted us
in trust for other purposes, and that too,
before the time? If the people of Utah will
listen to wise counsels, there will be no
famine here arising from the refusal of the
soil to yield her fruits; but there may be
danger of famine by the rapid increase of
population from abroad, especially if the
stores provided by the hand of Providence
be foolishly parted with before they may be
needed to meet this exigency. A word of
caution to the wise virgins is sufficient; but
bray a fool in a mortar, and he is a fool still.
Under the profession of great piety and deep
solicitude for the redemption of our children
from the influence of “Mormonism,” many
alleged charitable enterprises have been put
on foot in the shape of opposition schools,
to decoy them into their traps. They ensnare
some of the children of our apostates, and
some apostates who claim that they find
better schools, and better teachers under
the supervision of sectarian priests, than
they do amongst the “Mormons.” This
claim is made through a disposition to de-
preciate “Mormon” institutions and to
elevate sectarianism. We have just as good
institutions of learning and as competent
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teachers as any of our neighbors; but even
allowing the children of this world to be
wiser in their generation than the chil-
dren of light, it is no reason that I should
adopt them as my instructors. I now write
a clumsy, illegible hand. Many men can
write my name with much more style and
elegance than I possibly can do; yet, if they
should attach my name to a bond or prom-
issory note for any amount, it would not
be my signature and could create no bind-
ing obligation upon me; but the learned
and accomplished gentleman who at-
tached my name to the instrument might
be proven guilty of forgery and subject
himself to punishment. Jesus says: “Every
plant, which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up.”

There is another important feature, my
friends, connected with this subject that I
cannot allow myself to omit. In the great
rush of people to the Saints in the last days,
all sorts, sizes, and of both sexes, will rush
in upon us to escape the wrath of the el-
ements, which will render a time of puri-
fication and cleansing, actually necessary.
The chaff must be blown away, and they
who laid us waste must go forth from us.
The wicked and the ungodly must be far
away. Now, what agencies must be em-
ployed to accomplish this important part
of the program? It is out of my power to
inform you as to what means may be called
into requisition to effect this object. We
know, however, that wind has something
to do with the scattering of chaff. The de-
parture of the ungodly from amongst the
Saints may be voluntary in many cases. I
have been informed by those who claim to
know, that a certain lady in this Territory
built up a large fire in the room where
she lived, fancied that that fire was the
most desirable and lovely place in all the
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