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I am pleased to have the opportunity

to meet with the Saints here; and I have

been quite interested in the remarks

you have heard this morning from Bro.

Joseph F. Smith. There are a great many

principles associated with the Gospel of

the Son of God; and Bro. Joseph has

presented some things that are quite in-

teresting and then there may be a few

things said on the other side of the ques-

tion that are equally true. Those doc-

trines he has taught are true; they are in

accordance with the spirit of the Gospel.

We ought always live with reference to

eternity, feeling full of kindness, benevo-

lence, charity and long suffering to all,

respecting always the motives and cir-

cumstances of others. Then on the other

hand while we do that, it is not right for

others to take advantage of that benevo-

lence because a man is a good man and

an honorable man, a man that fears God

and who is lenient, kind, merciful and

forgiving, it is not right for others to take

advantage of such goodness and praise-

worthy actions; there are two sides to

all these matters, the question of debtor

and creditor is not all on one side. I

will mention a thing here which has been

alluded to before, and which will serve

to make plain my meaning, I refer to

the operations of the Perpetual Emigrat-

ing Fund. There has been a very large

amount expended for the gathering of

the poor Saints to this country. Have

any been pressed by that Fund for the

payment of what they owe it? No. Yet

there are many of you who have gone

with your teams—if you have not gone,

you have sent them—to assist this peo-

ple. What for? Because you felt it in

your heart to do it, and because you

were called upon to do it, and because

you were doing it in obedience to a com-

mand of God. You not only furnished

teams, but you furnished provisions for

the emigrating Saints. Now they, on the

other hand, covenanted and gave their

notes for the payment of this indebted-

ness, which if paid according to promise,

would have been used to emigrate other

Saints similarly situated. Was it right

for you to bring them here and to sup-

ply them with food, etc.? Yes. It is

right for us to engage in such enter-

prises? Yes, because the Gospel requires

it at our hands, and the love of God and

the love of our brethren. This was done


