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in good faith. Should not this be met?
There are a million of dollars due today on
this account. Is it right that it should be
so? No. Have these debtors been pressed,
or has anybody seized them by the throat,
saying, Pay me what thou owest? Not that
I am aware of. Have they been dragged
before courts of justice? No. But still the
debt remains unpaid; and there is a ques-
tion that arises in my mind. Will it remain
there, until it removes itself or not? This is
a little on the other side of the question,
and this is not a small thing either, and it
is something we are all familiar with. If this
matter has not been pressed, it makes the
obligation none the less sacred. We are told
to pay our debts, to meet our obligations,
to deal justly and righteously one with an-
other. And I wish we had no debts to pay;
I wish we could so live as to keep out of
debt and meet our obligations day by day.
But then we do not do this; if we did we
should be much better and more pleas-
antly situated and feel more comfortable
in our feelings and dispositions. And if
people do not do these things, what then?
There is a way appointed by the Lord, and
that is to adjust them before the bishops’
courts. We as Latter-day Saints ought to
be governed by the laws of the church and
not by the laws of the land, until the law of
God is complied with. How far would you
take them? Just as far as the law of God
prescribes. If a man sin against another is
it good and charitable and kind to forgive
him? Yes. Now, I will speak of myself. I
never sued a man either before our own
courts or any other courts. Why? Because
I never thought the thing worth enough; I
never thought money and property worth
enough to go to law about. I think so yet, I
think it rather too small an affair to break

JOD Vol 20-LIVE.indd 103

up those fraternal relations that should ex-
ist between brother and brother. Then do
you believe in owing people and not pay-
ing them? No, I do not. I believe in meet-
ing engagements honorably and honestly
before God. But will men be blessed for
being forgiving? Well, I think so. And I
think that, as Latter-day Saints, we will
have a good chance of obtaining quite a
blessing on account of our forbearance
in relation to those having obligations
before referred to; for there is, as I have
said, a million of dollars owing among the
people, and I do not think they have been
pressed to pay it. But I wish people would
do nearly right. I wish they would act hon-
orably and uprightly and consistently and
properly, and all meet their obligations
and pursue an upright course. But there
is again another question to be adjusted
in this matter. It is not the value of the
money alone nor how it will affect me; but
how are others affected by it? A perpetual
fund was established, which fund contem-
plated a continual help, a continual return
of the money loaned and perpetual fund
kept always on hand, for the assistance of
those requiring aid. This fund was not de-
signed as a gift, but as a loan; but now it
happens that this fund is crippled, because
men have not returned their loans. It is not
therefore a matter as between ourselves,
but one that affects hundreds that are very
much worse off than those who owe these
debts. The cry is continually coming to our
ears for help. The poverty, distress, and
trouble in Europe are on the increase, and
we have continually to hear the wails of the
poor; they look to us for help, but those
debtors have got their means and are us-
ing it. There is another cry; it is not those
debtors being oppressed by us; but the un-
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