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in government, in morals, in science, in

manufactures, in the arts or in religion,

as the case may be, and the Latter-day

Saints are not without this sentiment.

We feel that God has blessed us more

abundantly with wisdom and knowledge

regarding himself, his ways, his laws and

in relation to eternal things, through our

obedience to his will than he has others,

and that we are moving in a higher plane

than the rest of the sons and daughters

of Adam. Admitting this to be correct,

there is nothing whereof we as individu-

als or as a people ought to boast. If we

have received any intelligence or knowl-

edge pertaining either to the present or

the future, it has been solely through

the communications that God has been

pleased to make known to us. For nat-

urally we are very like other men—not

much taller, not much shorter, not much

more intelligent, not much more igno-

rant, than they are. There is not so great

a diversity among peoples as some imag-

ine, other things being equal; it may be

well for us to reflect a little on the posi-

tion we occupy in relation to others, in

relation to our God, in relation to the

world in which we live and the peoples

by which we are surrounded; to reflect

upon the past, the present, and the fu-

ture; and to comprehend, if possible, our

true status before the Almighty and be-

fore all men.

It is indeed true that God has con-

ferred upon us many great and pe-

culiar blessings for which we are in-

debted to him; but at the same the

Lord feels interested in the welfare of

all men, and all peoples of all nations,

of all creeds and all religions—not in

their religions as religions, but in the

people who profess to believe in them;

and he is acquainted with the pecu-

liar ideas, habits, dispositions and feel-

ings of men everywhere. One of the old

apostles in speaking upon these things,

says, "God hath made of one blood all na-

tions of men for to dwell on all the face

of the earth; and hath determined the

times before appointed and the bounds of

their habitations; that they should seek

the Lord if haply they might feel after

him, and find him, though he be not far

from every one of us." It is further said,

"that we are all his offspring," and again

"that he is the God and the Father of

the spirits of all flesh;" and consequently

he is interested in the welfare of all the

human family, everywhere—among all

peoples, all nations, all kindreds and all

tongues.

Now if this be the case, which we

have no reason to doubt—then he is in-

terested in all the human family, and

will try to promote their welfare and

happiness so far as he is capable of do-

ing, according to certain laws by which

he himself is governed, as well as all

things in creation, and the learning we

have heard so much about is simply

a knowledge of some principles associ-

ated with those laws which are gener-

ally denominated the laws of nature. In

relation to the nations or peoples the

Lord will do as well by them as they

will let him, and as far as the laws by

which he is governed will permit, just

the same as we would towards our chil-

dren. We fathers and mothers, have

children; they do not always do as we

would like to have them do; but we wish

to look over their frailties and imperfec-

tions as much as possible; but when it

comes to certain points, then both father

and mother have to stop. If our chil-

dren violate the laws of the land, they

have to be judged by those laws and we

cannot prevent it, neither should we try


