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to. Still our feelings are drawn out to-

wards our families, and it is right and

natural they should be, for these pater-

nal feelings are planted in the human

breast by the Almighty. It is therefore

proper that we should have affection and

to manifest kindness, forbearance and

long-suffering towards all our children

and all those with whom we are asso-

ciated. God has this kind of feeling to-

wards his children; and it is a portion of

the spirit that emanates from him that

prompts this affection and regard for our

offspring.

These things are connected also with

other matters. We try to look after the

welfare of our children; we try—that is,

those who are not utterly depraved—to

lead them in the right paths, and to

influence their minds and their morals

and to teach them correctly both in re-

lation to religion, education and morals,

as well as secular matters, in order

that they may become intelligent men

and women, capable of sustaining them-

selves, that they may improve the tal-

ents God has given them, and that they

may be able to comprehend some few

of the laws, at least, by which the cre-

ations, the worlds are governed and the

principles by which we are surrounded

in this world, as also a knowledge of

the laws of life. This is all very proper;

and it is also proper that men should

cultivate pleasant relations and have a

good kind feeling towards others. One

of the greatest evils alluded to in holy

writ that, it is said, would develop it-

self in the last days is thus delineated:

"in the last days perilous times shall

come. For men shall be lovers of their

own selves" instead of having that kind,

brotherly, affectionate feeling towards

others, they shall be "lovers of their

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,

blasphemers, disobedient to parents,

unthankful, unholy, Without natural af-

fection, trucebreakers, false accusers, in-

continent, fierce, despisers of those who

are good, Traitors, heady, highminded,

lovers of pleasures more than lovers of

God; Having a form of godliness, but

denying the power thereof." This is spo-

ken of as being one of the greatest evils

that could exist among men.

As I before stated, we have a regard

for our children, and God has also a re-

gard for us. We wish to train our chil-

dren in the way we wish them to go;

other people wish to do the same. Talk

about the Catholics, Methodists, Pres-

byterians, Baptists and other denomina-

tions, no matter what their ideas or feel-

ings may be, no matter how inconsistent

and foolish we may regard their man-

ner of worship, yet many of them are

quite sincere in trying to benefit their

children. And God is sincere in trying

to promote their happiness and welfare

as well as he is ours, both in regard to

this world and the world to come. And

hence he will do the best he possibly

can with all peoples. But as I stated

before, being governed by law, he can

only treat them "according to the deeds

done in the body, whether those deeds be

good or evil." And when that judgment

takes place all men will have to abide

its award; there is no appeal from it.

No court to which they can have access

whereby they can change the decree of

the Almighty. The Lord knows this and

he has prepared certain classes, so to

speak, in his school here upon the earth

for his people and for all the world. And

he has provided a means of instruction

for the inhabitants of the earth, look-

ing upon them as eternal, immortal be-

ings, having to do with time and eternity.

But all things, as I remarked, are under

the influence, control and government


