
112 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

of law, just as much as the planetary

system with which we are connected is

governed by law. It makes no differ-

ence what a few of us may do, or how

the world may act, the sun rises and

sets regularly, the earth revolves upon

its axis, and so it is with all the plan-

etary systems; there is no confusion,

no disorder in any of the movements

of the heavenly bodies. They are gov-

erned by a science and intelligence that

is beyond the reach of men in mortal-

ity; yet they move strictly according to

certain laws by which all of them have

been, are and will be governed. And

these laws are under the surveillance

and control of the great lawgiver, who

manages, controls and directs all these

worlds. If it were not the case they would

move through space in wild confusion,

and system would rush against system,

and worlds upon worlds would be de-

stroyed, together with their inhabitants.

But they are governed by a superhuman

power, by a spirit and intelligence that

dwells in the bosom of the Gods, about

which mankind knows but very little.

It is so with regard to all the forces of

nature—the earth on which we stand,

the elements of which it is composed,

the air we breathe, the water we drink

and everything in nature is governed

strictly according to immutable, eternal,

unchangeable laws, practical, philosoph-

ical, and strictly scientific, if these terms

are preferred; but they are, nevertheless,

placed there by the Almighty.

Now, in regard to the world, and

the position we occupy in it. There

is something peculiar about the re-

lationship we sustain to the world

of mankind with which we are sur-

rounded. It is not proper for us to

be censorious, to upbraid people for

things that they do not comprehend

and that are beyond their ken; we

should be courteous and charitable to

all, and not find fault with men because

they do not comprehend things as we un-

derstand them. But try to understand

our true position and the relationship we

sustain to our heavenly Father, to his

laws, to the peoples with whom we asso-

ciate, and to the world in which we live.

We read of many prominent men who

have existed in the world in various

ages. For instance, there was Adam,

Seth, Enoch, Methuselah, Noah, Abra-

ham, Moses, the Prophets, Jesus and

his disciples, the people who came to

this continent, Ether, and the brother of

Jared, Lehi and Nephi, Alma, Moroni,

and many other prominent individuals

who held intercourse with the Almighty,

who were placed by the Lord in a po-

sition whereby they could receive com-

munications from him, could learn his

will and teach it to others. We look

upon these men as great men, and justly

too, as wise men, as intelligent and phil-

anthropic men; as men who were in-

terested not only in their welfare, but

in the welfare of the peoples by whom

they were surrounded and the world in

which they lived. These men did not

come as the censors of the world; they

did not come to aggrandize themselves,

to build themselves up, nor to control

or coerce others. What was the great

blessing conferred upon Abraham? "In

thee shall all the families of the earth

be blessed;" not cursed, not destroyed,

not annihilated; but as a messenger of

God, as the elect of heaven, as a man

whom he had chosen to accomplish his

work, and whom he would use through

those principles that existed in eternity

to pour blessings upon fallen human-

ity. That was the feeling which was

manifested, as I understand it. It is

true that Abraham, when a parcel of

thieves came along in the shape of a


