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earth. He communicated that to Joseph

Smith and Oliver Cowdery. And then

Peter, James and John, who had oper-

ated in the Melchizedek Priesthood in

their day, came and conferred it upon

them, then the apostleship was orga-

nized, and then the order of the priest-

hood was manifested unto us as it exists

in the heavens. Why? That we might

be put in possession of principles that

emanate from God, and that we might

be able to act our part in carrying out

the purposes of God; not only pertain-

ing to ourselves, but more especially to

the nations of the earth, and then to op-

erate for the dead as well as the living.

Had we anything to do with it particu-

larly? I did not introduce it, neither did

Brigham Young, nor Parley P. Pratt, nor

Orson Hyde, nor Heber C. Kimball, nor

Joseph Smith; no man introduced it only

as God gave it. Joseph Smith was made

use of as an instrument in introducing it;

and then having organized the Church in

all its various branches, with Presidents,

Apostles, Patriarchs, High Priests, Sev-

enties, Elders, Priests, Teachers, and

Deacons, with Bishops and High Coun-

cils, and all the various organizations of

the Church. These things were given

us for what? To gratify our ambi-

tion? To enable us to ride over and

trample under foot our fellow creatures?

To place power and authority upon us?

No, not for any individual affair, not

for any man's emolument or aggrandize-

ment. Although there is nothing more

honorable, nothing more dignified, noth-

ing which a man ought so much to aspire

to, as to be a servant of the living God,

and to be commissioned by him to do his

work upon the earth. And what is it

for? To spread correct principles among

men; to combat priestcraft, states-craft,

oppression, fraud and iniquity of all

kinds, and to introduce amongmen those

pure and holy principles by which the

Gods are governed in the eternal worlds.

It is not for you and me particularly;

the Lord could get along very well with-

out us, if we could without him. But

God, and the holy priesthood behind the

veil, that have lived and operated upon

the earth, and who operate in eternity,

felt interested in regard to the things

that we are connected with, and inter-

ested in the welfare of the world. We

talk about the wisdom of men. What

true wisdom or intelligence has man that

he receives not from the Almighty? I

will tell you what the wisdom of men

will come to by and by, and it is not

so far in the future as many people

think, "when the wisdom of the wise

shall fail, and the understanding of the

prudent shall be hid," their power and

glory will fade, and you will see their

thrones totter to their base; it is not long

before you will see war, desolation, car-

nage and death run riot through the na-

tions, plagues, pestilence and famine de-

populating the earth. And then where

will their wisdom, philosophy and intel-

ligence be? Men get a little smattering of

knowledge and philosophy, and of some

of the lesser laws that God has planted

in nature, and they give glory to them-

selves, as did the Babylonish monarch

who said, "Is not this great Babylon,

that I have built?" They do not know

that they are poor, blind, foolish, igno-

rant, naked, destitute, and in the way

of death. The nations of the earth,

with their false philosophy, with their

wealth, their corruptions, their power

and might, will become, by and by like

the chaff of the summer's threshingfloor


