
118 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

before the wind, as represented by the

Prophet Daniel. Why? Because eternal

justice cries to the great God in relation

to all the people of the earth. That is

the reason, and because of their own acts

and of their own corruptions. Hear what

the Lord has coupled with his commis-

sion to his servants in this our day, and,

when he said it, he said that which is

verily true; Go forth and bear your tes-

timony to the world; and after your testi-

mony cometh the testimony of war and of

fire, and of sword and bloodshed, and the

waves of the sea heaving beyond their

bounds, etc. He gives them fair warning,

and they heed it not; but these things

must and will most assuredly come.

What next? Does he destroy them

for their good sometimes? Yes. After

Noah had preached the Gospel to the

antediluvian world, and after their cup

of iniquity was full, and Zion and her

cities had fled, then followed the judg-

ments of God; then came desolation and

destruction. And why this wholesale

sweeping out of existence of humanity?

To stop them from propagating a cor-

rupt species. Was not that right? Yes

it was. He said, I will cut them off; I

will prepare a prison for them, in which

they shall be confined for generations,

where they shall not have power to prop-

agate their species; for these pure spir-

its in the eternal worlds shall not be

contaminated with their corruptions: I

will take them off the earth, and I will

raise up another people. And He did

do it. What then? He was still merci-

ful. When Jesus was put to death in the

flesh, he remembered them. "He went,"

says Peter, "and preached unto the spir-

its in prison; Which sometimes were

disobedient, when once the longsuffer-

ing of God waited in the days of Noah,

etc." What did he preach? The Gospel.

And what is it he has told us to do to-

day? Not only to preach the Gospel and

gather the people, but to build Temples.

What for? To administer in them. Who

for? For the dead who have died with-

out a knowledge of the Gospel, that they

might participate with us in the bless-

ings which they had not the privilege of

enjoying on the earth. We are doing this;

hence we are doing more than preaching

the Gospel to the living; we are making

preparations for saving the dead, accord-

ing to the word of God.

Reference was made this morning to

the wisdom and learning of the world. I

don't know where it is. I have traveled

quite extensively in various parts of the

earth, and I must say that I have not

met with their intelligence. I tell you

what I have met with very frequently; I

have witnessed a great deal of ignorance,

superstition and wickedness, and any

amount of corruption, and notwithstand-

ing the little advancement that some few

have made in the true principles of sci-

ence, what do they know of things as

they exist before God? I told a few sci-

entific gentlemen whom I happened to

meet with a few days ago, a few things

that Joseph Smith, that unlettered, ig-

norant boy told me in regard to the heav-

enly bodies and certain things associated

with them, and when I had done so, one

of them said, Mr. Taylor, those are some

of the most comprehensive ideas I ever

heard in my life. I said these ideas are

from Joseph Smith, that unlearned man;

but God gave them to him by revelation.

Another remarked: I have read a good

deal and studied a good deal; but I have a

great deal to learn yet. Was it anything I


