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would not give a fig for the last, but

the first is worth all we possess. If we

only appear to be united and bound to-

gether and the bands should once be bro-

ken, separation would ensue, all would

be confusion and the strength we pos-

sess would be wasted; but if we take

such a course as will enable us to see

alike and act alike, we will have verita-

ble strength. Then let us try to estab-

lish such a union by being free and frank

with and true to each other. To illustrate

my idea: A lady gets a new bonnet, and

she meets a lady friend and asks how

she looks. "O how nice!" says the latter,

it suits you admirably; it becomes you

so much." She turns around when her

friend is gone, and says to another lady,

"What a fright she looks in that poke of a

bonnet!" So men will be friendly to each

other's faces and false when their backs

are turned. We should be free and frank

and outspoken; but that is not to say we

should be unwise and abrupt in our ex-

pressions, because we are very sensitive

and easily get offended. We may even

drop an innocent remark, which a per-

son may take umbrage at and feel that

we are his enemies when we are in real-

ity his friends, and the same feelings are

likely to result from joking, when really

no offense is intended.

But the greatest cause of disunion

is promise-breaking. One of the evils

that is spoken of to be prevalent in the

last days is that men should become

"trucebreakers;" this is, they should be

guilty of making promises only to break

them. I believe it can be truthfully said

of some who call themselves Latter-day

Saints, that they give their word to a

brother, and almost before the breath

is cold they falsify their promise; they

make contracts in writing, and almost

before the ink is dry they break them.

If we make a promise to perform a piece

of work, we should try to keep it, even

if it appears to be to our injury. If we

promise to pay a brother, wemust do it or

make it right with him, and not try to ex-

cuse ourselves by saying, "Oh, it is only a

brother;" whereas, if it were a "gentile,"

we would very likely keep our promise.

We must be true to our words under all

circumstances and to all persons; if we

borrow, we must pay our debt; if we can-

not possibly do it, we must give our cred-

itor the best satisfaction we can. When

we meet with one another, and agree to

carry out certain measures, let us do it,

or not promise to do it. And when we

meet together in our meetings, and any

measures are brought forward in which

the public are interested, or nominations

are to be made for any of our public of-

ficers, and we feel that we cannot agree

with the measures proposed, or have just

cause to oppose the nominations, do not

sit mum in the meeting, and as soon as

it is over commence to kindle the spirit

of opposition among our brethren. In all

our political matters, if the elders and

the people get together and come to a

clear understanding with regard to the

men who are to occupy certain positions,

in the manner that I have alluded to, I

cannot see how there can be any division,

or how those who are not of us, who are

in the minority, can expect to succeed in

electing opposition candidates to fill our

public offices. It cannot be done. We have

the majority in numbers, and if we have

a thorough union of power, our strength

will be preserved. But our weakness

is in our carelessness and apathy. We


