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afternoon. I think they have laid before

us many good and precious principles

which will result in our good, if we can

only appreciate them and be governed by

them.

We are living in a very eventful day,

in a time that is pregnant with great

events; and it is necessary that we pre-

pare ourselves so that we may be able to

conform ourselves to the circumstances

with which we are surrounded, and to

fulfil the various duties that devolve

upon us individually and collectively.

The brethren who have addressed

you have spoken more particularly upon

temporal things—a subject which is very

appropriate and important, because, al-

though we may believe it is right, proper

and profitable for us to be united in tem-

poral matters, whatever our faith may

be we do not quite carry it out. We

make a stagger at it, but we do not

seem to appreciate fully the position we

occupy, and it is very difficult for men

to comprehend these things. We have

established organizations in the several

Stakes, which are all very well so far

as they go; they are the framework—

the bones, and sinews and arteries and

flesh (comparing them with the human

body); they are very beautiful and sym-

metrical in all their parts. But they need

the Spirit of God to breathe upon them

to quicken them with its lifegiving vi-

tality, energy and power, that they may

fulfil their various functions as living,

breathing and intelligent powers, that

we may truly comprehend the position

which we occupy in these various stakes,

both officers and people, and we all of

us may be active and alive and ener-

getic in the pursuit of those principles

which God has developed as necessary

for our present and eternal happiness.

There is order in all the creations of

God. The planetary system by which we

are surrounded and with which we are

associated is governed by the strictest

principles of law; all those magnificent

bodies move in their several orbits in the

midst of the power of God, sustained and

directed by his Almighty hand. And ev-

erything in nature is also governed by

law.

Today we can talk of railroads and

steamboats. I remember the time, and

many of you old people also remember,

when there were no such things in exis-

tence. Well, but did not steam possess

the same properties five thousand years

ago as it does today? Yes it did; the prop-

erties were precisely the same but we

did not understand it, that's all. The

principles were the same, and there is

an eternal law by which all these things

are governed. The same thing applies

to electricity. You remember very well

when it took several months to send a

message to Washington and receive an

answer; now we can do it in as many

minutes. But did not that principle al-

ways exist? Yes; but man did not know

how to avail himself of it. I remember

the time, too, very well when there was

no such thing as gas, when whale oil

was used, which produced a light that

just about made darkness visible. We

knew nothing about kerosene, or gaso-

line, or gas or any of these superior ar-

tificial lights; but then the principles ex-

isted then as they do now, but we did

not understand them. We did not com-

prehend the position of things and it is

only quite recently that some of these

discoveries have been brought into op-

eration. The art of photography has

not been long known. When I was a

boy people would have laughed at you


