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like this; A teacher interrogating the chil-
dren of a certain school asked—Who is the
great false prophet of the 19th century? In
answering, a child mentioned John Taylor.
I was a little amused at it; although I sup-
pose it was intended that they should have
given the name of Joseph Smith, but the
little one made a mistake. But what of the
idea of our children attending the schools
of people who teach and catechize them
in this way? Don’t you think it rather hu-
miliating? I think we are descending very
low when we can submit to their tuition.
We do not want to partake of their feel-
ings nor contract their ways, nor to be
degraded with either their social or re-
ligious principles, but at the same time
we wish to do them all the good we can.
If they lie about us, never mind that; we
can stand all they can say about us. Would
we want to injure them? I hope not. We
ought to deal with and treat everybody
aright, acting justly and honorably with
all. But then we do not want them to be
our teachers. They would think they were
doing God’s service if they could by any
influence lead us astray. What will the
Lord do with them? He will put the more
worthy of them in a terrestrial kingdom,
and the other class will inherit a telestial
kingdom, but they will never get into the
celestial kingdom, unless it be through
the medium of that priesthood conferred
upon us by the Lord. Then do we wish our
children to be taught by those who would
seek to degrade and lead them to another
and a lower place than that we hope to
enjoy? Certainly not. What was said of
Abraham, speaking of his children? The
Lord says, “I know Abraham.” What do
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you know? “That he will fear me and com-
mand his children and his household after
him, etc.” We want to be very careful about
training our children. We should act hon-
estly before them; for if they see father or
mother act dishonestly, the children will be
likely to follow their example. We should
be careful, too, not to be found speaking
harshly or using hard words in their pres-
ence. But rather do as the old lady used to
do when teaching school; when the chil-
dren would come to a word they could not
pronounce, she would tell them to skip it
and call it a “hard word.” Let our lives and
actions and conduct bespeak that we are
men of God, that we are acting uprightly
and righteously and performing the will of
God upon the earth.

Well, now, a little further in relation to
these things. Shall we benefit? Yes, we will
do all the good we can. But if men lie and
become fraudulent, and delight in abomi-
nations and are void of principle, then we
will say, with him of old, “My soul, en-
ter thou not into their secret; and mine
honor, with him be not thou united.” We
are gathered here for the express purpose
of carrying out the purposes of God; the
world, however, do not understand it.
But I tell you what they will do, by and
by. You will see them flocking to Zion
by thousands and tens of thousands; and
they will say, “We don’t know anything
about your religion, we don’t care much
about religious matters, but you are honest
and honorable, and upright and just, and
you have a good, just and secure govern-
ment, and we want to put ourselves un-
der your protection, for we cannot feel
safe anywhere else.” There is a scripture
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