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are called by the Almighty, by new rev-

elation. We have not taken this name

upon ourselves, it is a name the Lord

gave by direct revelation through the

prophet and seer, Joseph Smith. The

Lord spoke to him, as he always did to

those who were sent forth to build up

his Church On the earth; hence, this

Church has not been built upon the opin-

ions of men, neither upon the learning

of men, neither upon the doctrines and

covenants of men; but in the very begin-

ning, before there were any Latter-day

Saints, or true Church, the Lord gave a

revelation regarding the time when the

Church should be organized. A few had

believed, a few had repented, a few had

been baptized for the remission of their

sins, and a few had been confirmed, by

the laying on of hands, for the gift of

the Holy Ghost. They were organized

into a Church by commandment, and on

the same day that they were thus or-

ganized, the Lord pointed out the du-

ties of the members, and also of the of-

ficers of the Church. It was also revealed

that in the Church of the living God

there should be inspired apostles. We did

not assume the apostleship ourselves, we

did not pick up this information in and

of ourselves, but the Lord gave revela-

tion respecting it. And, indeed, there

is not one doctrine believed in or prac-

ticed by the Latter-day Saints, but what

the Lord our God has given revelation

upon that subject or that doctrine. In

the first place, before the establishment

of the Church, the Lord intending to set

up his kingdom again on the earth, made

preparation for it by raising up a boy—a

young man, unlearned in the schools of

theology. This youth was inspired from

on high. God sent his holy angels to

minister to him, and gave him power

to bring forth a sacred record of a branch

of the house of Israel, a record, in

other words, of a remnant of Israel, who

inhabited the great western continent.

Their records were brought forth by this

boy, this young, unlearned, uneducated

youth. He did not attempt to estab-

lish the Church while translating those

records. This was the first duty required

at his hands—namely, to translate from

the plates of gold, which he discovered,

by the aid of an instrument, called the

Urim and Thummim. This sacred in-

strument was used in ancient times to

inquire of the Lord. This young man

continued the work of translation from

the autumn of the year 1827, until 1829,

as time and circumstances would per-

mit. He was a man whose father was

in poverty, and consequently a portion

of his time had to be occupied by him-

self in laboring to obtain the necessary

comforts of life; but he, after some two

years and a half, succeeded in finish-

ing and printing the record, a record

which contains about 600 pages. Af-

ter this record was translated, and the

manuscript placed in the hands of a cer-

tain printer in Palmyra, State of New

York, and after it had been printed, and

the Lord had prepared all things, he then

gave commandment to this young man

to organize the Church, that is, to estab-

lish the Latter-day kingdom spoken of by

Daniel, the prophet, on the earth, and

gave the name by which the same should

be called—namely, "The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints."

In regard to our forms of Church

government, we are also guided by

written and printed revelations. We

were not left to ourselves, to conjec-

ture, or merely to base our opinion,

in regard to what the various duties

of the officers of the Church are, but


