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follies? Yes. I think that Jesus, when

upon the earth, said that "the kingdom

of heaven is like unto a net, that was

cast into the sea, and gathered of every

kind." That is the way my Bible used

to read; how does your's read? Some

of those were good fish, fit for any mar-

ket; others rather small, poor eating, and

perhaps a little bony and horny. And

being gathered together as we are from

different nations, with various customs,

habits and traditions, with all our pecu-

liarities and odd notions, we, as a matter

of course, do not agree in many partic-

ulars, and hence difficulties sometimes

arise in our midst. Sometimes some of

us keep these things to ourselves, and

sometimes they leak out; but if they were

not there, they could not come out; could

they? When there's nothing bad in, noth-

ing bad can come out. And I believe Je-

sus will bear me out in his saying, "Out

of the abundance of the heart the mouth

speaketh. A good man out of the good

treasure of the heart bringeth forth good

things: and an evil man out of the evil

treasure of his heart bringeth forth evil

things." Then again, there is another cu-

rious Scripture which James makes use

of: "The tongue is a little member, and

boasteth great things. Behold, how great

a matter a little fire kindleth." It "set-

teth on fire the course of nature; and

it is set on fire of hell." That is a pecu-

liar expression. What do you think it

means? "Therewith bless we God, even

the Father; and therewith curse we men,

which are made after the similitude of

God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth

blessing and cursing." And then, rea-

sons the apostle; "Doth a fountain send

forth at the same place sweet water and

bitter? Can a fig tree, my brethren,

bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so

can no fountain both yield salt water and

fresh." And says the Savior, in speaking

of men, "Ye shall know them by their

fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns,

or figs of thistles?" I find many curious

things, and you must excuse me if I do

not preach a very connected sermon; we

will talk over some matters of fact, as we

would in a fireside chat.

We all of us want to be good Latter-

day Saints; we all want to secure the fa-

vor and approbation of God, and when

we get through with this life, we all want

to be numbered among those who will se-

cure a celestial inheritance. This is the

general feeling of the people I am talking

to today. We sometimes pray, "Thy will

be done on earth as in heaven." And then

we sometimes make little mistakes in

our intercourse one with another, and we

sometimes go to him we have offended,

asking forgiveness; and then we pray the

Father, saying, "Forgive our sins as we

forgive them that sin against us." Is not

this so, my brethren? And would you

like to be measured in that half-bushel?

But if when you pray after this man-

ner, you do not forgive your neighbor

his trespasses, could you feel as our red

brethren say, "honest Injun?" Would it

be consistent with your profession to ask

this favor of God, when you yourselves

are not willing to grant the same to one

another? I believe you will readily agree

with me in answering that in the nega-

tive; but at the same time, if any of you

have any doubt concerning it, you can

easily reduce it to a mathematical basis,

and so decide. "But," says one, "there

should not be any of these things in

Zion." I agree with you. In the first place,

you should not do wrong, or harbor or


