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sustain it when done; neither should

your neighbor. And what then? Is this

Zion? Yes, so we say. Have I got a trea-

sure? Yes, but we are told that it is held

in "earthen vessels," which are subject to

all the weaknesses, infirmities and fol-

lies, incident to humanity. Now this is

the fact, and God would exalt us and

place us on high among men, and pour

upon us intelligence, and give unto us

knowledge of his will and his law, and

he would like to prepare us as a people

that would acknowledge his hand in all

things, and be submissive to his will, and

who would say, both by precept and ex-

ample, "Thy will be done on earth, as in

heaven." I would like we should do this,

but then we have not done it. And we feel

sometimes as though we cannot do it,

and sometimes as though we won't do it.

But if we could submit ourselves to the

law of God, and to the order of God, and

to the priesthood of God, and that Priest-

hood submit itself to the law of God,

and all be under his guidance and direc-

tion, Zion would arise and shine, and the

glory of God would rest upon her, and

the power of God would be manifested in

ourmidst, and we would see and compre-

hend things we never dreamed of.

I find, in examining things, that we

are human in every sense of the word. I

look at myself, for instance. Am I per-

fect? No, not by a long way; neither

are my brethren of the priesthood of the

various quorums. And I look at peo-

ple, male and female, generally, and am

forced to the same conclusion respecting

them. We do not come up to the stan-

dard, we fail to fulfil the requirements

which God makes of us.

We have had an idea, which is

quite correct, that God has gathered

us from among the nations that he

might place his name among us, and that

his priesthood might be organized, that

men thus ordained might be prepared to

establish his kingdom and reign on the

earth. But we find men in the priest-

hood, yes, in all grades of the priest-

hood, who are weak. Is there anything

astonishing in that? Oh, no. Go back,

for instance, to the days of Jesus, and

you will read of some men who were

rather of an aspiring turn, and one of

them got his mother to assist him. Said

she, "Grant that these my two sons may

sit, the one on thy right hand, and the

other on the left, in thy kingdom." She

might just as well have added, that she

herself would like to occupy some im-

portant position. But the Savior told

her, saying, "Ye know not what ye ask;"

such a position "is not mine to give, but,

it shall be given to them for whom it

is prepared of my Father." Then there

was another circumstance, in which Pe-

ter made himself conspicuous. Jesus

was telling them of approaching trouble,

and intimating what would take place

the approaching night, against which Pe-

ter boldly demurred, saying, "Though all

men shall be offended because of thee,

yet will I never be offended." Whereupon

Jesus said unto him, "Verily I say unto

thee, That this night, before the cock

crow, thou shalt deny me thrice." Peter

could not believe it; but he did just as

the Savior said he would do. Was he

weak? Yes, after the manner of men.

If he had said, Lord, though all men be

offended because of thee, I will not, ac-

cording to my present feelings, nor will

I at all if thou wilt give me power to

carry them out. But he felt sure that

he could stand side by side with the Sav-

ior under all circumstances, but he could

not. He did not look so very valiant


