
THE NATURAL WEAKNESS OF MEN, ETC. 163

heard of their having prophesied or done

any wonderful thing in His name. No,

it does not mean them at all; it refers to

those who once held the priesthood, and

instead of honoring it, tampered with

it, losing its power and efficiency and

also the Holy Spirit by treating lightly

the things of God and violating their

covenants with him. Although they once

enjoyed the power to work miracles by

virtue of their priesthood, they no longer

possess it; but as "the dog is turned to his

own vomit again; and the sow that was

washed to her wallowing in the mire," so

have they turned to error and wrong do-

ing; and to such men the Savior will thus

address himself.

It is not because a man holds the

priesthood or whether he be or may have

been an apostle, a high priest, a sev-

enty, an elder, a president or bishop, and

may have had power with God in for-

mer times, doing many mighty works in

his name but it is they who not only are

thus favored and blessed but who endure

faithful to the end, that shall be saved

and owned by our Lord.

There are some things that strike my

mind that I will refer to. I do not know

of a time when there was a more per-

fect organization of the priesthood on the

earth than there is today. There may

have been in the days of Enoch, and

there may have been upon this conti-

nent in those days when there were no

rich nor poor, but when they had all

things common among them, and every

one dealt justly one with another; but I

do not know, because there is not among

us any record of the fact. And what is

this organization for? Is it for my in-

dividual interests? I do not so under-

stand it. Is it in the interest of the

Twelve? I think not. Or in the interest

of the presidents of Stakes or any of the

bishops, or any individual? No, but it

is in the interest of God and humanity,

to assist in establishing righteousness

upon the earth, and union and fellow-

ship one with another, and to elevate us

in the scale of society, and that we may

stand head and shoulders in all other

matters, as we now do in regard to our

religious sentiments, that Zion may be

the head and not the tail, and that God

may be honored by us and through us

and among us, and that we may in very

deed be the "Zion of God," which means

the pure in heart.

Now if I talk a little plainly upon

some of our secular affairs, I trust you

will not be offended, you surely will not

as long as I confine myself strictly to the

truth, will you? Well, we have talked

one time and another, a good deal about

the United Order, and also about co-

operative institutions; let me ask the

good people of Kaysville, what have we

done in that direction, how much have

we entered into them? As the Indian

would say, describing it by the size of

his thumbnail, about so much. Do we

believe in these movements? Some of

us do, and some do not know whether

they do or not. Some of us would be-

lieve in them much more readily if they

would make us rich, and give us promi-

nence and position among men. I will

tell you, Latter-day Saints, that unless

we can enter into our cooperative insti-

tutions and the United Order with sin-

gleness of heart and pure motives, as the

Elders do when they go forth to preach

the Gospel, because it is God's command,

your efforts will be of small avail. We do

not want to stop and ask, Is there money

in it? Is it his will, his law and prin-

ciple? When we combine our interests

on this principle, and work to it, we will


