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succeed and prosper. But in too many in-

stances our cooperative institutions have

jumped the track. What, the big Co-op?

Yes, and little Co-ops too. Have you got

a Co-op here? No, you have not. Do

you know of any? We find little institu-

tions they call Co-ops in most of our set-

tlements, but when you come to inquire

into affairs connected with them we gen-

erally find, that, instead of their being

run in the interest of the community, and

with a view to build up the kingdom of

God, a few individuals represent the Co-

op, who are the ones, who are benefited

by it. That is the trouble. But is the

principle right? Yes, if you can live it,

dealing honestly one with another; but if

you cannot, you need not try it, for in-

stead of giving satisfaction, it will only

be a disappointment. But I will promise

the Latter-day Saints that if they will

go into these things allowing God to dic-

tate in the interests of Israel and the

building up of his Zion on the earth, and

take themselves and their individual in-

terests out of the question, feeling they

are acting for him and his kingdom, they

will become the wealthiest of all peo-

ple, and God will bless them and pour

out wealth and intelligence and all the

blessings that earth can afford; but if

you will not, you will go downward, and

keep going the downward road to disap-

pointment and poverty in things spiri-

tual as well as temporal. I dare proph-

esy that, in the name of the Lord. That

is the way that I look at these things,

and that is the way I figure them up,

and not in the light of every man look-

ing for gain from his own quarter. These

things are stumblingblocks in the way

of the people, and have been for some

time. Well, what shall we do? Why,

do the best we can, and keep on trying

to improve upon our present condition,

always keeping in view the object to be

gained, dealing honestly upon a fair ba-

sis and correct principles, then we will

succeed and things will move on pleas-

antly, and we shall be a united people,

owned and blessed of the Lord. It was

on this principle that the Nephites be-

came a prosperous, a blessed and happy

people; it was not because one was a

little smarter than another, or through

his smartness taking advantage of his

neighbor; it was not that a man was

a good financier, that he should "fi-

nancier" other peoples' property into his

own pockets and leave them without.

I will relate here an anecdote which

comes to my mind. A smart young

man had just returned from college, and

at table he wished to show his par-

ents what extraordinary advancements

he had made. "Why, father, says he,

you can hardly conceive of the advance

I have made." "Well, my son," says the

father, "I am sure I am glad to hear

you say so, and I trust you will make a

great man." There happened to be two

ducks on the table for dinner, and this

young man proposed to give his father

a specimen of his smartness. "Now,"

he says, "you see there are only two

ducks, don't you?" "Yes," answered the

father. "Well, I can prove to you that

there are three ducks." "Can you," says

the father, "that's quite extraordinary re-

ally, how can you do it?" "Well," says

the son, "I will show you. That's one?"

"Yes." "And that's two?" "Yes." "Well, two

and one makes three, don't they?" "Quite

so," says the father, "it is very extraor-

dinary, and to show how much I appre-

ciate it, I will eat one of these ducks,

and your mother will eat the other, and

we will leave the third for you." Some of


